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Study Notes 

Our lesson will focus on King David bringing up the Ark of the Covenant 

to Jerusalem, after being held captive by the Philistines.  

2 Samuel 6:2 And David arose and went with all the people 

who were with him from Baale Judah to bring up from there 

the ark of God, whose name is called by the Name, the Lord of 

Hosts, who dwells between the cherubim. 

 

The Ark of the Covenant is the central figure in all of God’s dealings with 

the nation of Israel.  There are 185 references to the Ark in the Old 

Testament.   

 

 

 

• The Ark was 45 inches in length and 27 inches in width and 

height (Exodus 25:10).  

• The Ark was made of shittim wood, symbolizing humanity and 

overlaid with gold, symbolizing deity (Exodus 25:11).  Thus, the 

Ark perfectly typified Christ – the God-Man.  

• The Ark contained the tables of the Law, the golden pot of 

manna and Aaron’s rod that budded (Hebrews 9:4). 

• The Ark was housed in the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle of 

Moses, and later, Solomon’s Temple. 

• The High Priest entered the Holy of Holies once per year on the 

Day of Atonement and sprinkled the blood of the animal 

sacrifice upon the Mercy Seat that covered the Ark, for the 

atonement of the sins of Israel (Leviticus 16). 

 

In Romans chapter 3, Jesus is called our Mercy Seat.   

 

Romans 3:25 whom God set forth as a propitiation [Lit. Mercy 

Seat] by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His 
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righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed 

over the sins that were previously committed, 

 

The original Greek word for “propitiation” is hilasterion and is translated 

“Mercy Seat” in Hebrews 9:5.  Jesus is our Mercy Seat – He is our 

covering before God. 

 

Hebrews chapter 9 is a great is a great commentary on the tabernacle, 

the Ark of the Covenant and Jesus our High Priest. 

 

The Ark of God represented: 

 

• The Throne of God 

• The Presence of God 

• The Fullness of God 

• The Glory of God 

 

The above is summed up in the Shekinah Glory of God! 

 

The study of the word for God’s presence – its origin and history brings 

us to the Hebrew word Sh'cheenah or as we pronounce it Shekinah. The 

term Shekinah was many times used interchangeably by God’s people, 

with the Word God. In the Jewish mind it always spoke of the fact that 

He "dwelt in" or "rested upon" those who merited His favor, whether an 

individual, a community, or the entire Jewish people. 

 

Exodus 25:22 And there I will meet with you, and I will speak 

with you from above the mercy seat, from between the two 

cherubim which are on the ark of the Testimony, about 

everything which I will give you in commandment to the 

children of Israel. 

 

When Solomon dedicated the Temple, the Shekinah Glory of God was 

manifest. 

 

2 Chronicles 7: 

1 When Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from 

heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; 

and the glory of the Lord filled the temple. 

2 And the priests could not enter the house of the Lord, 

because the glory of the Lord had filled the Lord’s house. 
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The Ark in Transit 

 

Pertinent to our story of David bringing back up the Ark from the 

Philistine captivity is the Divine Order that God prescribed for the transit 

of the Ark. 

 

• The Ark was to be covered with a Covering Veil of badger’s skins 

and blue cloth. 

• The Ark had four rings of gold, two per side. Staves (wood 

overlaid with gold) were to be driven through the rings when 

transported. 

• The Ark was to be transported by the priests, specifically 

Kohathites of the tribe of Levi, using the staves to carry it upon 

their shoulders. 

• There was to be NO HUMAN CONTACT.  

 

Israel would carry the Ark before them as they went into battle.  It was 

there when the walls of Jericho came down.  Israel could not be 

defeated when the presence of God was with them.  But somewhere 

along the way, it became more about the superstition than the glory.  

Israel thought that they could rebel against God’s commands, but 

manipulate victory through the Ark. 

 

This was the case when the Philistines captured the Ark.  

 

The Captivity of the Ark – Ichabod  

Let us back up a bit and understand why God allowed the Ark to be 

taken captive. 

 

1 Samuel 2:12 Now the sons of Eli were corrupt; they did not 

know the Lord. 

 

Hophni and Phinehas were engaging in illicit behavior, such as 

appropriating the best portion of sacrifices for themselves, and having 

sexual relations with the women who were serving in the sanctuary.   

 

There is only so long that God will tolerate sin in His house.  His glory 

and rebellion cannot coexist.   

 

1 Samuel 4:17-18, 21-22 
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17 So the messenger answered and said, “Israel has fled 

before the Philistines, and there has been a great slaughter 

among the people. Also your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, 

are dead; and the ark of God has been captured.” 

18 Then it happened, when he made mention of the ark of 

God, that Eli fell off the seat backward by the side of the gate; 

and his neck was broken and he died, for the man was old and 

heavy. And he had judged Israel forty years. 

 

Phineas’ wife had a baby after his death: 

 

21 Then she named the child Ichabod, saying, “The glory has 

departed from Israel!” because the ark of God had been 

captured and because of her father-in-law and her husband. 

22 And she said, “The glory has departed from Israel, for the 

ark of God has been captured.” 

 

After seven months of God’s wrath upon the Philistines (God gave them 

hemorrhoids everywhere the Ark was kept), the Philistines surrendered 

the Ark back to Israel (1 Samuel 6:1-3).  The men of Kirjath-Jearim 

retrieved the Ark and brought it to Abinadab’s house.  It remained there 

for 20 years. 

 

1 Samuel 7:2 So it was that the ark remained in Kirjath Jearim 

a long time; it was there twenty years. And all the house of 

Israel lamented after the Lord. 

 

All of Israel lamented because the glory of God had departed.  

 

King David 

God put it into the heart of David to restore God’s glory to His people.  

David was a man after God’s own heart. 

 

Acts 13:22  And when He had removed him, He raised up for 

them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, 

‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own 

heart, who will do all My will.’ 

 

David was the youngest son of Jesse and the last one from Jesse’s 

household to be considered as king.  Samuel thought the several of his 

older brothers would be more suitable, but God told Samuel that He 
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does not look on someone as man does – by the outer appearance, but 

that He looks on the heart (1 Samuel 16:7). 

 

David was the only leader of Israel to have a perfect military record – he 

was undefeated in battle: 

 

• Moses: When Israel was in the wilderness, they were 5-1.  The 

one loss, to Amelek (Numbers 14), was caused by unbelief. 

• Joshua: During his conquest Israel was 13-1.  The one loss, to 

little Ai (Joshua 7), was caused by the disobedience of Achan. 

• King Saul: 6-1. The one loss was to the Philistines (1 Samuel 31).  

Saul was already defeated by demons and military defeat soon 

followed. 

• King David: 8-0. PERFECT!  Though David wasn’t perfect as a 

man, his heart sought to please God. 

• Judah’s Kings (after Solomon and the split): 10-18 

• Israel’s Kings (The northern kingdom after Solomon and the 

split): 11-17 

o A combined record of 21-35 for God’s people after the 

split.  This was caused by rebellion, idolatry, unbelief 

and discord.  Many of the kings did that which was 

outwardly right but did not tear down the high places of 

idolatry in the land. 

 

In addition to being a man of war, David was a worshipper.  He wrote 

approximately half of the Psalms.  Some of the most inspired and poetic 

words ever written were written by David, as the Holy Spirit move upon 

him. 

 

It was the worshipper in David that caused him to want to restore the 

Ark of God to His people.  However, in his zeal to bring back God’s glory, 

David did not consult the Scriptures to ensure Divine Order.  

 

Borrowing from the World – the New Cart 

 

2 Samuel 6: 

Again David gathered all the choice men of Israel, thirty 

thousand.  

2 And David arose and went with all the people who were with 

him from Baale Judah to bring up from there the ark of God, 
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whose name is called by the Name, the Lord of Hosts, who 

dwells between the cherubim.  

3 So they set the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out 

of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill; and Uzzah 

and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove the new cart.  

4 And they brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was 

on the hill, accompanying the ark of God; and Ahio went 

before the ark.  

 

 

 

 

David, in his zeal, brought up the Ark on a new cart.  Please remember 

what we previously covered regarding transporting the Ark.  It was to be 

carried by the priests using staves which went through the gold loops.  

The priests were to bare it on their shoulders and there was to be no 

human contact.  

 

Does God give orders without cause? Are His commands really just 

suggestions? Perhaps there is a better, more modern way of doing it 

instead of the antiquated way that God prescribed? 

 

No, no and no! 

 

So where did David get this “idea” of transporting the Ark on a new 

cart?  A little bit of reading back into the story quickly reveals that David 

was simply borrowing from the world – the ungodly.   

 

1 Samuel 6: 

7 Now therefore, make a new cart, take two milk cows which 

have never been yoked, and hitch the cows to the cart; and 

take their calves home, away from them.  
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8 Then take the ark of the Lord and set it on the cart; and put 

the articles of gold which you are returning to Him as a 

trespass offering in a chest by its side. Then send it away, and 

let it go. 

 

David followed the protocol of the Philistines instead of seeking Divine 

Order. Perhaps David knew what the Torah said about transporting the 

Ark, but thought that it longer applied, that it was outdated.  This 

speaks much to today’s Church. The Church is borrowing from the world 

and filling God’s House with entertainment. 

 

• Exchanging the Gold for Brass 

• Trading the Glory for Gimmicks 

• Replacing the Anointing with Hype 

 

It is a sad state of affairs, and even worse, as in Jeremiah’s day, God’s 

people love to have it so. 

 

Jeremiah 5:31 The prophets prophesy falsely, And the priests 

rule by their own power; And My people love to have it so.  

But what will you do in the end? 

 

God’s people are being destroyed for a lack of knowledge (Hosea 4:6).  

While Moses is on the mount with God, the people of God are partying 

it up with the golden calf.  There is a price for God’s glory and Divine 

Order must be followed.  Entertainment may draw people to attend 

your Church services, but it will not produce life out of death.  The yoke 

is destroyed because of the Anointing (Isaiah 10:27).  

 

Let’s look at this procession of David and the Ark a little closer. 

 

2 Samuel 6:5 Then David and all the house of Israel played 

music before the Lord on all kinds of instruments of fir wood, 

on harps, on stringed instruments, on tambourines, on 

sistrums, and on cymbals. 

 

The worship music was loud and beautiful; it had all of the elements of 

the “fastest growing churches in America.”  But there was something 

missing – it was God’s glory, His anointing.  I have been in worship 

gatherings where everything seemed right to the eye and to the ear, but 

in my spirit, I knew that God was absent.  The worship leader was 



 

9 

 

Study Notes 

working up the crowd, tapping into the emotions of the people; the 

preacher was animated and entertaining.  But there was no life. No 

anointing.  

 

The Threshing Floor 

 

A threshing floor was a flat surface which was smooth and hard; it was 

used to separate the grain from the straw and husks.  In order to do 

this, the mingled harvest had to be beaten manually.   

 

When the procession came to Nachon’s threshing floor, there was a 

shaking that occurred.  It is important to know that all that is born of the 

flesh must be upheld by the flesh.  You can’t borrow from the world and 

expect God to anoint and bless.  

 

John 3:6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which 

is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

 

John 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits 

nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are 

life. 

 

When the cart with the Ark got to Nachon’s threshing floor, there was a 

shaking.  God would not allow the procession to go any further without 

His divine correction being administered. 

 

2 Samuel 6:6 And when they came to Nachon’s threshing floor, 

Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, 

for the oxen stumbled. 

 

We serve a jealous God. He desires to manifest His presence in our 

midst, but it must be according to order.  Here we see the oxen 

stumbling and the Ark teetering; Uzzah puts for his hand – the flesh – to 

steady the Ark because this was all that he could do.  Remember, that 

which originates with the flesh must be carried out by the flesh.  God’s 

blessing was not waiting at Nachon’s threshing floor. 

 

Conversely, there are a couple of passages in the New Testament that 

speak to the matter of God’s shaking. 
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Hebrews 12: 

26 whose voice then shook the earth; but now He has 

promised, saying, “Yet once more I shake not only the earth, 

but also heaven.” 

27 Now this, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of those 

things that are being shaken, as of things that are made, that 

the things which cannot be shaken may remain. 

 

There is an hour of shaking coming upon the earth and it begins in the 

Church.  Only those things that cannot be shaken are going to remain.  

The entertainment of the modern-day Church will not make it through 

this time of testing. God is removing those things that can be shaken 

according to Hebrews 12:27.  Just as the new cart began to shake, 

thereby causing the Ark of God’s presence to be jeopardized, God is 

shaking the Church and purging the works of the flesh from its midst.  

 

Both the Old and New Testaments refer to the threshing floor as a 

symbol of judgment. Hosea prophesied that because Israel had 

repeatedly turned from God to false idols, His judgment upon them 

would scatter them to the winds as the chaff from the threshing floor 

(Hosea 9:2).  John the Baptist used the imagery of the threshing floor to 

describe how Jesus would separate true believers from false ones. 

 

Matthew 3: 

9 and do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 

our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up 

children to Abraham from these stones.  

10 And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. 

Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut 

down and thrown into the fire.  

11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He 

who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am 

not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 

and fire. 

12 His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly 

clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the 

barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

 

John the Baptist was dealing with an attitude of religious pedigree.  The 

Israelites were puffed up with their status as the children of Abraham. 

He told them that God was able to raise up children to Abraham from 

stones.  God is not impressed with our affiliations and who we have “sat 
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under.” John spoke of a baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire. We need 

to have God’s all-consuming presence in our lives today – not stories 

from yester year.   

 

In verse 12, John speaks of the threshing floor.  This is typology for a 

time of judgment. He said that the one coming after him, Jesus, would 

have the winnowing fan in His hand.  With this fan, He will thoroughly 

clean His floor.  What is His floor? His floor is His house, the Church.  

The winnowing fan is the Holy Spirit.  In this final hour, Jesus will thrust 

in the fork and toss the harvest into the air. The lighter weighted chaff 

will be blown away by the fan in His hand and the heavier weighted 

wheat will drop to the floor, thoroughly cleansed. 

 

The imminence of this is upon us.  The fan is already in His hand.  God 

lovingly warns His people to turn to Him, but in obstinance, many 

harden their hearts. We are at the threshing floor and those who love 

the Lord desire the cleansing of His house.  In the procession found in 2 

Samuel chapter 6, the party reached Nachon’s threshing floor.  The 

name Nachon means “ready.” The time is now. 

 

As the oxen began to stumble, Uzzah put forth his hand to steady the 

ark, to prevent what he deemed would be catastrophe.  But what 

ensued was the judgment of the Lord against the work of the flesh. 

 

2 Samuel 6: 

7 Then the anger of the Lord was aroused against Uzzah, and 

God struck him there for his error; and he died there by the 

ark of God.  

8 And David became angry because of the Lord’s outbreak 

against Uzzah; and he called the name of the place Perez 

Uzzah to this day. 

 

God brought judgment upon the proceedings.  Uzzah was killed for his 

error of touching the Ark.  God saw presumption and irreverence in 

Uzzah’s heart.  He treated the Ark of God’s presence with familiarity and 

without reverence.  Remember, Uzzah was a son of Abinidab and the 

Ark spent 20 years in his house.  Many today are flippant with the things 

of God, making mockery of the work of the Holy Spirit.  The threshing 

floor is coming and the fan is in His hand.  

 

Another lesson to be learned in all this is that no matter who is giving 

the directions, consult God’s Word for yourself.  David was sincere, but 
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he was sincerely wrong. One cannot blindly follow a leader under any 

circumstance.  If the Ark of God had not been on a cart, pulled by oxen, 

this would never have happened.  Perhaps Uzzah knew that the Ark 

should have carried with staves upon the shoulders of the priests, but 

he did not speak up.  The consequence was grave.  

 

1 Peter 4:17 For the time has come for judgment to begin at 

the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the 

end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? 

 

Judgment begins with the house of God.  In this case, judgment was a 

means of preserving the sense of God’s holiness and the fear of drawing 

near to Him without appropriate preparation.   

 

The Word says that “David became angry” (v. 8).  He couldn’t 

understand why God would bring judgment upon them when he was 

trying to restore God’s glory. Up to this point, David did not have any 

personal dealings with the Ark of God’s presence.  He had entered the 

situation without fully preparing himself.  He now realized the gravity of 

the matter.  Verse 9 says, David was afraid of the Lord that day; and he 

said, “How can the ark of the Lord come to me?” David now realized 

that this matter of restoring God’s glory must have preparation and be 

done according to divine order.  

 

Obededom 

 

2 Samuel 6: 

10 So David would not move the ark of the Lord with him into 

the City of David; but David took it aside into the house of 

Obed-Edom the Gittite.  

11 The ark of the Lord remained in the house of Obed-Edom 

the Gittite three months. And the Lord blessed Obed-Edom 

and all his household. 

 

The Ark was moved to Obed-Edom’s house and for three months, the 

Lord blessed Obed-Edom and his entire household.  There is blessing in 

the presence of God.  Anyone who wanted the blessing had to go to 

Obed-Edom’s house.  For too long, the church has operated this way.  

Only certain individuals had the blessing.  The personal anointings of a 

select few is not God’s divine order. God wants to manifest His presence 

in His house. While the personal blessing may be at Obed-Edom’s 
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house, the corporate anointing is in Zion (Psalm 133).  This is where the 

Ark needed to come.  

 

In the last days, God is pouring His Spirit out on ALL FLESH (Joel 2:28), 

not just a select few. The days of traveling to see superstar evangelists 

will be no more. God does not want us having our eyes upon a man. 

 

Through the blessing that was upon Obed-Edom, David was provoked to 

godly jealousy.  After three months of seeking divine order, the time 

had come to bring back the Ark the right way and set it in its place on 

the hill of Zion. 

 

Part 2 

 

In part 2, we will study the divine order for God’s presence and glory.  

We will examine the Tabernacle of David, which existed for 36 years 

between the Tabernacle of Moses and the Temple of Solomon. 

 

What did David mean when he wrote Psalm 121? 

 

121 I will lift up my eyes to the hills— 

From whence comes my help? 

2 My help comes from the Lord, 

Who made heaven and earth. 

3 He will not allow your foot to be moved; 

He who keeps you will not slumber. 

4 Behold, He who keeps Israel 

Shall neither slumber nor sleep. 

5 The Lord is your keeper; 

The Lord is your shade at your right hand. 

6 The sun shall not strike you by day, 

Nor the moon by night. 

7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; 

He shall preserve your soul. 

8 The Lord shall preserve your going out and your coming in 

From this time forth, and even forevermore. 

 

We will find out why David told us to look to the hills for our help in part 

2. 

 

  


