
The River Publications 

 

 

 

 

    

    

    
 

 

 

David A Chapman 

The Vision:The Vision:The Vision:The Vision:    

The Necessity, The Birth, The 

Testing and The Fulfillment 

of God’s Vision 



2 

 

Table of Contents 

 

The Necessity of a Vision .............................................................................................................................. 3 

The Birth of a Vision ...................................................................................................................................... 9 

The Testing of a Vision ................................................................................................................................ 11 

The Fulfillment of the Vision ....................................................................................................................... 16 

 

 

  



3 

 

The Necessity of a Vision 

 

 

 

Notes Proverbs 29:18: Where there is no vision, the people perish 

 

Without a clearly defined vision, God’s people will perish.  The Hebrew 

word for “perish” is para (paw-rah) and it means, “to cast off restraints, 

become unruly, be slack.”   

 

Vision is foresight with insight based on hindsight.    It is a clear mental 

image of God’s preferred future imparted by the Holy Spirit to God’s 

chosen servants and is based upon an accurate understanding of God, 

one’s self and calling, and the circumstances.   

 

It is important to understand that while everyone should have a vision, 

not everyone is called to be a visionary.   

 

Psalm 103:7: He made known His ways to Moses, His acts to the 

children of Israel. 

 

A. Moses was called to a people 

B. Aaron was called to a man (Moses) 

 

When Moses was on the mount with God, the people pushed Aaron 

into Moses’ role and he failed miserably.  The result was a golden calf.  

It is critical to abide in the function and calling that God has for your life.  

Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called (1 

Corinthians 7:20).   

 

It is important to get under a visionary pastor and serve.  This is true 

especially if you have ministry calling on your own life.  Listen to these 

words of Jesus:  And if you have not been faithful in what is another 

man’s, who will give you what is your own? (Luke 16:12).  Early in my 

calling, I found every opportunity to serve in the local church.  Not to be 

seen of men for earthly reward, but as unto the Lord.  I took the 

offering, cleaned the church, operated the television camera, worked in 

the prayer line, visited the sick, etc.  All along, I had a vision of ministry 

that was burning in my heart.  But first, I had to be faithful over that 

which was another man’s. 

 

The vision that you follow cannot be man-made.  The word of God tells 

us that unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it 

(Psalm 127:1).  The vision must be from God or it will fail.  The Apostle 

Paul told King Agrippa: “I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision” 

(Acts 26:19).   
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Notes Then the Lord answered me and said: 

 

“Write the vision 

And make it plain on tablets, 

That he may run who reads it. 

For the vision is yet for an appointed time; 

But at the end it will speak, and it will not lie. 

Though it tarries, wait for it; 

Because it will surely come, 

It will not tarry. 

 

Habakkuk 2:2-3 

 

There is, of course, a literal fulfillment of the prophetic words spoken in 

Habakkuk chapter 2; however, there is also a spiritual application.  This 

passage reveals some key principles related to vision. 

 

Write the Vision 

First off, the Lord says to “write the vision.”  Writing something down 

attaches an importance and definiteness to something.  Moving 

forward off of the top of your head, without a plan, is always going to 

produce inferior results.  Writing things down ensures that we don’t 

forget the details of what God has placed on our heart.   

 

The importance of writing down goals can be seen in a study done 

several years ago.  In 1979, interviewers asked new graduates from the 

Harvard’s MBA Program and found that: 

 

• 84% had no specific goals at all 

• 13% had goals but they were not committed to paper 

• 3% had clear, written goals and plans to accomplish them 

 

In 1989, the interviewers again interviewed the graduates of that class.  

You can guess the results: 

 

• The 13% of the class who had goals were earning, on average, 

twice as much as the 84 percent who had no goals at all. 

• Even more staggering – the three percent who had clear, 

written goals were earning, on average, ten times as much as 

the other 97 percent put together. 
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Notes Make it Plain 

God chose the Koine Greek language to present the New Testament, 

instead of classical Greek.  Koine was the language of the people and 

was easy to understand.  During the dark ages of the church, all Bibles 

were translated into Latin and only the priests were able to understand 

it.  The people were dependent on the priest to know what God’s Word 

said.  This changed after the reformation.  When you consider these 

two points together, it is easy to see that God wants to communicate 

clearly and plainly, but man wants to complicate.   

 

• God’s Communication Style: Clear and Plain 

• Man’s Communication Style: Complicated 

 

It does no good to lay out the vision if no one understands it! 

 

That He May Run Who Reads It 

The purpose for the vision is that those who are called to the ministry 

may read it and run with it.  This will not be a church where the pastor 

does all of the ministry.  God has placed members into the body with 

gifts and talents.  Burying your talents in the ground will not be 

acceptable practice in this church.   

 

We will keep the vision in front of us so that we keep our focus.  The 

enemy is the master of distractions.  He would have us busy doing good 

things instead of God things.  We cannot do enough good to change the 

world, but if we obey God in what He has called us to do, we can effect 

change in our world. 

 

For The Vision Is Yet For An Appointed Time 

 

“For the vision is yet for an appointed time.” 

 

Consider the wisdom of Solomon.  He understood, by the Holy Spirit, 

that there was a time and season for every purpose of God.   
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Notes Ecclesiastes 3 

1 To everything there is a season, 

A time for every purpose under heaven: 

2 … A time to plant, 

    And a time to pluck what is planted; 

3 … A time to break down, 

    And a time to build up; 

9 What profit has the worker from that in which he labors?  

10 I have seen the God-given task with which the sons of men are to 

be occupied.  

11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also He has put 

eternity in their hearts, except that no one can find out the work that 

God does from beginning to end. 

 

God’s time is not always our time.  Consider the following men of God 

who waited on their calling: 

 

• Abraham:  Father of many nations 

• Jacob: Israel 

• Joseph: Prime Minister of Egypt 

• Moses: Deliverer of Egypt 

• David: King 

 

It’s imperative to be where God wants you to be at the right time.  

There are lessons that He teaches us along the way to prepare us for 

the “appointed time.”  

 

Consider these great words from the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah: 

 

Isaiah 46:10 

Declaring the end from the beginning, 

And from ancient times things that are not yet done, 

Saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, 

And I will do all My pleasure,’ 

 

Jeremiah 29:11 (KJV) 

For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, 

thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. 

 

 

  



7 

 

 

Notes God calls the end from the beginning in order to give us an expected 

end.  Though there may be things we don’t understand along the way, 

God is in control.  We see through a glass darkly in this present time (1 

Corinthians 13:12), but God is working all things together for good 

(Romans 8:28). 

 

Be sure to take advantage of the time at His feet that God permits you.  

It’s entirely possible that you will never have the same opportunity 

again.  When I was first saved and called to ministry, God called me to 

an extended period of training in the school of the Holy Spirit.  For 4 

years, I spent a minimum of 5 hours a day studying the Word of God 

and another 3+ hours in prayer.  Every day.  I also fasted for at least 10 

days every month – many times going on extended fasts of 10-14 days.  

In those times, God revealed Himself to me in a way that wouldn’t have 

been possible any other way.  He gave me an open heaven.  At the end 

of those 4 years, God sent me to Bible College at Lester Sumrall’s 

ministry.  I eventually earned my Master’s degree in Theology, but myt 

real education came at the feet of Jesus. 

 

If you find yourself in a holding pattern, choose to wait upon the Lord.  

Spend time with God.  Allow Him to reveal His face to you. 

 

But At The End It Will Speak, And It Will Not Lie 

God told Habakkuk that at the end, or the fulfillment, it would speak, 

meaning that it would be understood why everything had to happen 

the way it did.   

 

God gives us grace to get to the place and finish the race! 

 

God chooses the tools and the methods that He uses to develop us for 

the vision that He has ordained for our lives.  Early in my calling with 

God, I wanted to plant a church in my hometown and I was meeting 

with frustration.  I sat alone in my prayer time with God and He spoke 

to me: “you have many things to suffer and endure, but I will tell you 

when the time is right.”  It was a tough pill to swallow, but God was 

faithful.  At the end, I understood why God did what He did.  It is so 

important to not get ahead of God. 

 

Though It Tarries Wait For It 

God knew that Habakkuk’s schedule and His schedule were not the 

same, and told him, “Though it tarries, wait for it; Because it will surely 

come.”  2 Peter 3:8 says, One day is with the Lord as a thousand years, 

and a thousand years as one day. 

 

God’s vision comes to pass in stages and seasons.  Jesus said, For the 

earth yields crops by itself: first the blade, then the head, after that the 

full grain in the head. 
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Notes There are things that God spoke to me 25 years ago about my ministry 

that are still to be fulfilled – major things.  Before we are finished with 

this teaching, I will get into some of these things, as I believe that this is 

the place of fulfillment.  God has sent me here and planted me.  I do not 

plan on leaving.  God will bring revival to the Safford area and people 

will travel from all over to come and be part of the meetings.  Let that 

get down into your spirit and begin to see it with the eye of faith. 
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The Birth of a Vision 

 

Notes Where does a vision from God come from?  Remember the definition of 

“vision” as it relates to our study:  

 

It is a clear mental image of God’s preferred future imparted by 

the Holy Spirit to God’s chosen servants and is based upon an 

accurate understanding of God, one’s self and calling, and the 

circumstances. 

 

God is never without a plan or without a man.   

 

1 Samuel 3:1-4 

Now the boy Samuel ministered to the Lord before Eli. And the word 

of the Lord was rare in those days; there was no widespread 

revelation.  And it came to pass at that time, while Eli was lying down 

in his place, and when his eyes had begun to grow so dim that he 

could not see, and before the lamp of God went out in the tabernacle 

of the Lord where the ark of God was, and while Samuel was lying 

down, that the Lord called Samuel. And he answered, “Here I am!” 

 

The Lord has shown me that this region has gone through a dry and 

parched season.  Just as in Samuel’s day, there is no widespread 

revelation of God’s Word.  Before the lamp of God went out, God spoke 

to Samuel and gave birth to a vision.   

 

Vision Comes From Ministering To The Lord 

We go into our time with God with ideas and plans born of our own 

ingenuity and we come out of His presence renewed with the plans and 

purposes of God in our hearts.  This doesn’t normally happen in a single 

occurrence, but through many sessions of being in His presence. 

 

Psalm 37:4 

Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of 

your heart. 

 

At first glance, this verse appears to be telling us that if we delight 

ourselves in the Lord that He will give us what we want.  But look closer.  

God is saying that if you delight yourself in Me, I will give you, or place 

within you, the desires of your heart.  In other words, through time 

spent with God, our desires change from our own to His.  Our agenda 

gets swept away and replaced with the purposes and vision of God.   
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Notes A vision is born when you are divinely instructed by God. 

 

Hebrews 8:5 

As Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the 

tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make all things according to the 

pattern shown you on the mountain.” 

 

God instructed Moses to make all things according to the pattern (e.g., 

the blueprint) shown to him by God.  There is no room for the flesh in 

the building of God’s house.  Jesus said that which is born of the flesh is 

flesh and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit (John 3:6).  God will not 

put His Spirit upon that which has not been born of Him. 

 

The Word Of The Lord Was Rare 

Amos 8:11 tells us about a famine of the Word of the Lord in the last 

days.  God’s answer to this epidemic is to raise up Word churches, 

where those who are hungry for the Word of God can come and be fed.  

Understand that God expects us to study the Word on our own, but 

that does not take the place of the prophetic Word of God that should 

be coming forth to the congregation.  God uses the latter to confirm, 

encourage, exhort, correct and bring guidance to the body. 

 

The King James Version of 1 Samuel 3:1 says that there was “no open 

vision.”  There will never be clear vision from God where the Word of 

God is dried up.  Everything begins and ends with the Word.  When the 

Word of the Lord is rare, the vision of God is absent and just as Judges 

21:25 says, everyone does what is right in their own eyes. 

 

Judges 21:25 

In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which 

was right in his own eyes. 

 

When Christians and Churches begin to do what is right in their own 

eyes, the presence of God departs.   

 

Before The Lamp Of God Went Out 

God raises up ministries to feed His people the Word of God – those 

who are truly hungry and crying out to Him.  Before the lamp of God 

goes out, there is someone, somewhere, who is hearing the voice and 

call of God and responding with “Here I am” and the vision of God is 

born.   
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The Testing of a Vision 

 

 

 

Notes Remember the examples of Abraham, Jacob, Joseph Moses and David.  

All of these men had their visions tested.  In particular, consider the life 

of Joseph. 

 

 

 

 

 

Coat of many colors… Dream 

 

 

Thrown into the Pit and sold into Slavery 

 

 

Favor brought him to the Palace 

 

 

Thrown into Prison 

 

 

Promotion… in a position to serve 
 

 

 

 

The vision of God must be purified and refined by fire. 

 

1 Peter 1:6-7 

In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while [KJV: a 

season], if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the 

genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that 

perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, 

and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
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Notes If Need Be 

Notice that Peter wrote, “if need be.”  God has a purpose.  There is a 

need for your vision to be tested.  God is removing the impurities of our 

own agendas and selfish ambitions.  There is no other process whereby 

these may be stripped.  For Moses it took 40 years on the backside of 

the desert.  But it prepared him for 40 years in the wilderness with a 

stubborn and obstinate people.   

 

Lester Sumrall had served God as a missionary apostle for 50 years 

when God gave him his biggest assignment, the one that he carried 

until his death.  At 70 years of age, God told him to start a world-wide 

feed the hungry ministry.  He asked God, “why now?”  God told him, 

“now I know that I can trust you.”  We can only be trusted as we are 

proven through the fire of testing and adversity.  This is basically the 

same answer that God gave to Abraham, Jacob, Joseph Moses and 

David – “now I know that I can trust you.” 

 

For A Season 

Notice that Peter tells us that the testing is only for a season, a little 

while.  It may seem much longer when you are going through it, but in 

the end, you will see that God did not allow you to be tested above that 

which you were able. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:13 

No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; 

but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what 

you are able… 

 

During your testing it is important that you don’t make any rash 

decisions.  It is easy for your judgment to become clouded and for you 

to make the wrong move.  Even John the Baptist, when thrown into 

prison began to question if Jesus was really the one.  This is the same 

man who declared, “Behold the Lamb of God!”   

 

Also consider Jesus when tempted in the wilderness.  Satan’s voice was 

prominent throughout the temptation.  And the enemy was quoted the 

Word of God!  By pulling it out of context, Satan was trying to trip up 

the Son of God to go the wrong direction and not obey the Father’s will. 
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Notes Below are 10 Keys to help you get through the testing period.   

 

Key #1: Realize it’s only temporary.  It is a means to an end – the 

refinement of the vision.  You are there for a reason and when God’s 

purpose is accomplished, He will move you out (I Peter 1:6-7).  Often we 

feel like what we are going through will last forever.  But God is faithful 

and will not allow us to be tested beyond what we are capable of 

overcoming (I Corinthians 10:13). 

 

Key #2: Understand that God has not forsaken you!  You may lose the 

feeling of His presence for a time, but He has not left you.  He is 

teaching you to walk by faith and not by sight.  The vision cannot be 

accomplished without faith.  Hebrews 13:5 says He will NEVER leave 

you nor forsake you. 

 

Key #3: Don’t murmur and complain.  Israel’s biggest failure was 

murmuring and complaining in the wilderness.  It caused what should 

have been an 18-month transitional period in the wilderness into 40 

years!  The vision is for an appointed time but disobedience can push 

out the fulfillment date.  Pray along with the Psalmist: Set a guard, O 

Lord, over my mouth; Keep watch over the door of my lips (Psalm 

141:3). 

 

Key #4: Don’t blame others.  Israel blamed Moses for all their troubles.  

This world is filled with people who blame everyone around them for 

their lack of success.  If you are in a difficult time… own it.   Ask God to 

do in YOU what He needs to do.  Stop feeling sorry for yourself.  In I 

Samuel 30:1-6 it says that David wept until he could weep no more, but 

finally, he encouraged himself in the Lord. 

 

Key #5: God’s voice in not the only voice heard in the wilderness.  

When Jesus was tested in the wilderness, Satan tried to trip Jesus up 

with a counterfeit (Luke 4:1-8).  The devil quoted the Word of God out 

of context to get Jesus to err.  Cling to the written Word of God during 

times of testing.  Jesus said, “get behind Me Satan, for IT IS WRITTEN…” 

 

Key #6: Don’t act presumptuously or make any rash decisions while in 

the wilderness.  You are not in the position to make quality, God-

directed decisions while under temptation and testing.  God’s Word 

instructs us to simply stand and having done all to stand, stand 

therefore (Ephesians 6: 13-14). 
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Notes Key #7: Follow instructions.  While in testing, God will instruct us to do 

many things that don’t make sense to the natural mind.  God told Elijah 

to go down to the brook and a raven would feed him and when the 

brook dried up he told him to go to the widow woman making her last 

meal before she died.  In each case, God supernaturally provided.  

Proverbs 3:5-6 tells us to not lean on our own understand but to trust 

Him. 

 

Key #8: Keep your eyes on Jesus.  Sounds so simple, right?  It’s more 

than a cliché.  Hebrews 12:2 admonishes us to “look unto Jesus, the 

author and finisher of our faith.”  People fail in the vision that God has 

given them because they get their eyes off of Jesus.  God will use 

people to help us but if we get our eyes off of Him and onto them, we 

will extend our stay in the test. 

 

Key #9: Get loosed in the fire, not out of it.  When the three Hebrew 

men were thrown into the fire, Daniel 3:25 says, “I see four men loose, 

walking in the midst of the fire; and they are not hurt, and the form of 

the fourth is like the Son of God.”  Don’t wait until you get out of the 

test before you claim the victory.  God wants to get the situation out of 

you before He gets you out of the situation. 

 

Key #10: Understand that God is making you into a Leader.  No vision 

of God can be accomplished without leadership.  Moses was a 40-40 

man.  He spent 40 years on the backside of the desert being stripped by 

God of all self-reliance in order for Him to use Moses to lead Israel for 

40 years.  Let’s hope that you don’t have to spend 40 years in the 

wilderness!  Luke 4:13-14 says that when the devil had ended all 

temptation that Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit. 

 

The Irrevocable Calling of God 

I went through a period in my life where I gave up on the vision that 

God had given me.  I felt that I had nothing left to offer.  I entered the 

corporate world and found success.  For a brief time it was rewarding, 

but ultimately it left me void and empty.  I knew that God was not 

finished with me. 

 

Romans 11:29 

For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 

 

The word “irrevocable” means, “not to be revoked or recalled; unable 

to be repealed or annulled; unalterable.”  So remember, if God has 

called you to do something, burned it into your heart, don’t allow 

testing to get you out of the will of God.   

 

Psalm 138:8 

The LORD will perfect that which concerns me. 
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Notes Ezekiel 12:21-28 

21 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 22 “Son of man, 

what is this proverb that you people have about the land of Israel, 

which says, ‘The days are prolonged, and every vision fails’? 23 Tell 

them therefore, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “I will lay this proverb to 

rest, and they shall no more use it as a proverb in Israel.”’ But say to 

them, ‘“The days are at hand, and the fulfillment of every vision. 24 

For no more shall there be any false vision or flattering divination 

within the house of Israel. 25 For I am the Lord. I speak, and the word 

which I speak will come to pass; it will no more be postponed; for in 

your days, O rebellious house, I will say the word and perform it,” says 

the Lord God.’” 

 

26 Again the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 27 “Son of man, 

look, the house of Israel is saying, ‘The vision that he sees is for many 

days from now, and he prophesies of times far off.’ 28 Therefore say 

to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “None of My words will be 

postponed any more, but the word which I speak will be done,” says 

the Lord God.’” 

 

The enemy wants us to have a defeated attitude.  To believe that revival 

that has happened in other places cannot happen here.  False visions 

and divinations shall fail but this is the time for the vision of the Lord to 

come to pass.   

 

The days are at hand for the fulfillment of the vision! 
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The Fulfillment of the Vision 

 

 

Notes Everything that God does has a purpose and a time for fulfillment.  

There are many variables in this equation, but God is in control of them 

all.  He is working all things together for good (Romans 8:28).  I like how 

the Amplified Bible translates this verse: 

 

Romans 8:28 (Amplified Bible) 

We are assured and know that [God being a partner in their labor] all 

things work together and are [fitting into a plan] for good to and for 

those who love God and are called according to [His] design and 

purpose. 

 

When I got here in August 2011, I felt led to have a banner made for 

The River.  I was obedient, but it sat rolled up for months.  There were 

certain variables that God had to orchestrate before the next step could 

be taken.  People’s wills were involved and God gave them space to 

choose and decide.  On a certain day, God spoke to my heart and said, 

“now is the time.”  I unrolled the banner and we prayed for several 

days.  From there, God began opening doors. 

 

Often, God must do a new thing because people get set in their ways 

and are no longer adaptable and pliable in God’s hands.  New wine 

must be placed into new bottles. 

 

Luke 5:36-39 

Then He spoke a parable to them: “No one puts a piece from a new 

garment on an old one; otherwise the new makes a tear, and also the 

piece that was taken out of the new does not match the old.  And no 

one puts new wine into old wineskins; or else the new wine will burst 

the wineskins and be spilled, and the wineskins will be ruined.  But 

new wine must be put into new wineskins, and both are preserved. 

And no one, having drunk old wine, immediately desires new; for he 

says, ‘The old is better.’” 

 

The New Does Not Match The Old 

The new is never in agreement with the old.  Once something fulfills the 

purpose for which God intended, it is time to allow Him to do a new 

thing.  Trying to maintain in the flesh what can only be kept alive by the 

Spirit is a futile effort.  Remember in the Old Testament when Uzzah 

tried to stabilize the Ark of the Covenant with his hand, when divine 

order was that it should be borne on staves?  God struck Uzzah down.   
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Notes There are entire denominations that have outlived their purpose.  They 

are now man-made religious organizations.  They do not receive the 

moving of the Holy Spirit and the new wine, but instead water down 

and pervert the Word of God, even to the point of ordaining 

homosexuals into the ministry.  Ichabod!  The glory had departed. 

 

Putting New Wine Into Old Wineskins 

Human nature is to resist change.  But when change is directed by God, 

it’s time to get out of the flesh and over into the spirit in order to 

receive the changes that God has ordained.  When God is doing a new 

thing and you refuse to change or be adaptable, there will be conflict – 

the old wineskin will burst!  The word burst means “to break open or fly 

apart with sudden violence.”   

 

Refusing to come under the vision that God has ordained for the church 

is to be reckless, with no restraint.  As Proverbs 29:18 says, they will 

perish.   

 

Please understand though, the old can be renewed by staying teachable 

and flexible.  This is God’s will.   

 

 

 

The Acts Model 

If we want the outpouring of the Holy Spirit as in the book of Acts then 

it is imperative that we rediscover the pattern of the New Testament 

church as outlined in the book of Acts.  Continuing to build on a man-

made foundation will never produce the move of God that brings 

conviction to the hearts of men and women. 

 

We will not use Acts chapter 2 as our model, as the early church was 

just forming.  There is much to learn from the examples outlined there, 

but there is a more complete model in Acts chapters 13 and 19, several 

years after the birth of the church.   

 

Acts 13:1-4 

Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain prophets 

and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of 

Cyrene, Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, 

and Saul.  As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit 

said, “Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I 

have called them.”  Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on 

them, they sent them away.  So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they 

went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus. 
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Notes The Church at Antioch was the base of operations for the early church, 

located in a racially diverse and culturally pluralistic city.  There was a 

concentration of ministry gifts within the local body there.  The church 

will never be complete or fully equipped until all of the five-fold 

ministry is in operation.  Understand that a man or woman can operate 

in more than one ministry gift; however, only Jesus operated in all five 

ministry gifts.  Therefore, this church will need to receive multiple 

ministry gifts, both local and itinerant.   

 

The primary emphasis of the meetings at Antioch was ministry to the 

Lord.  As we endeavor to minister to the Lord and seek Him at The 

River, God will pour out His Spirit in our worship and through the 

ministry gifts. 

 

At Antioch, the Holy Spirit was able to raise up and separate emerging 

ministries.     

 

As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, 

“Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which 

I have called them.”   

 

At this point, Paul had been saved for 10 years and Barnabas 

approximately 13 years.  Consider the length of time involved in 

preparing these men for the work that was to be done.  Paul could have 

started a successful ministry just sharing his testimony from church to 

church.  “The Road To Damascus” tour!  But there were greater and 

deeper things to be done through his ministry, and it took time and 

seasoning.  Paul stayed submitted to the church and didn’t look for the 

easy way.  The River will not serve as anyone’s shortcut.   

 

God has called The River to be an End-Time Apostolic Ministry where 

believers are trained and equipped to do the works of God.  There will 

be an outpouring of the Holy Spirit and we will be prepared with divine 

order, instead of getting out of control in the flesh. 

 

The Meeting Place is the Training Place for the Market Place 
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Notes Acts 19 

9 But when some were hardened and did not believe, but spoke evil of 

the Way before the multitude, he departed from them and withdrew 

the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus. 10 And this 

continued for two years, so that all who dwelt in Asia heard the word 

of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks. 

 

11 Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that 

even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, 

and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of them. 13 

Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to 

call the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, 

“We exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches.” 14 Also there 

were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so. 

 

15 And the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, and Paul I 

know; but who are you?” 

 

16 Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, 

overpowered them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out 

of that house naked and wounded. 17 This became known both to all 

Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the 

name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. 18 And many who had believed 

came confessing and telling their deeds. 19 Also, many of those who 

had practiced magic brought their books together and burned them in 

the sight of all. And they counted up the value of them, and it totaled 

fifty thousand pieces of silver. 20 So the word of the Lord grew 

mightily and prevailed. 

 

Paul established a training center at the School of Tyrannus after being 

turned out of the synagogue.  The result was that all of Asia Minor 

heard the gospel over a two year period.  Again, we see the pattern of 

teaching the Word of God with an emphasis on the daily practical living 

of the Word.   

 

There was also a manifestation of the Holy Spirit through healings and 

miracles.  Jesus told us that the Holy Spirit would confirm the Word with 

signs following.  But be prepared church!  The enemy is not going to like 

what we are doing and he is going to send demonic resistance, just as 

we find in Acts 19.  The River will be a church that knows how to 

operate in spiritual warfare.  God will allow the battle because when 

the enemy is defeated by the supernatural power of God, many will 

turn their hearts to God and repent of wickedness. 
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Notes The result of the great spiritual conflict will be that the Word of God will 

grow mightily and prevail in southeast Arizona.   The River will be a 

Word-centered church.  We will teach the whole counsel of God, 

without watering down the parts that are uncomfortable.  It is not our 

job to convince anyone.  Our job is to teach and live out the Word of 

God; it is the Holy Spirit’s job to convicts the hearts of men, women and 

children and turn them towards God.   

 

The Vision for The River 

In the next installment, we will get into the specifics of the vision for 

The River Community Church.  It will be written out plainly so that you 

may run with it when you read it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


