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Notes  

Amazing Facts About God’s Word 
 

• The Bible was written over a 1600 year period by 
approximately 40 men. The time of the writing was from 
1500 BC to AD 95. 

• There are no contradictions in the Bible. Various people 
claim to find contradictions but they have to take verses out 
of context to do so. When looking at the Bible as a whole 
and understanding its teachings there are no contradictions. 
This is amazing when one considers that the Bible was 
written over such a long period of time. 

• There are more than 3,200 verses with fulfilled prophecy 
either within the Bible itself or since the Bible was written. 
But there are still more than 3,100 verses with unfulfilled 
prophecies. 

• There were several secular historians who wrote about the 
events of the New Testament at the same time the Bible 
was being written. Josephus is the most well-known of 
them. He was a Jewish historian. Tacitus was a Roman 
historian who would have no benefit from not telling the 
truth. Both these men, as well as others, can be used to 
back up the historical accuracy of the Bible. 

• According to statistics from Wycliffe International, the 
Society of Gideons, and the International Bible Society, the 
number of new Bibles that are sold, given away, or 
otherwise distributed in USA is about 168,000 per day.  

 

How the New Testament Canon of Scripture 

came about 

• The first “canon” was the Muratorian Canon, which was 
compiled in A.D. 170. The Muratorian Canon included all 
of the New Testament books except Hebrews, James, and 3 
John.  

• In A.D. 363, the Council of Laodicea stated that only the 
Old Testament and the 27 books of the New Testament 
were to be read in the churches.  

• The Council of Hippo (A.D. 393) and the Council of 
Carthage (A.D. 397) also affirmed the same 27 books as 
authoritative. 

The councils followed the following principles to determine 
whether a New Testament book was truly inspired by the Holy 
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Spirit:  

1. Was the author an apostle or have a close connection with 
an apostle?  

2. Is the book being accepted by the body of Christ at large?  
3. Did the book contain consistency of doctrine and orthodox 

teaching?  
4. Did the book bear evidence of high moral and spiritual 

values that would reflect a work of the Holy Spirit?  

Again, it is crucial to remember that the church did not determine 
the canon. No early church council decided on the canon. It was 
God, and God alone, who determined which books belonged in the 
Bible. It was simply a matter of God’s imparting to His followers 
what He had already decided. The human process of collecting the 
books of the Bible was flawed, but God, in His sovereignty, and 
despite our ignorance and stubbornness, brought the early church 
to the recognition of the books He had inspired. 

 

 

  

Notes 
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Symbols of the Word of God 

 

Notes Scripture gives us numerous symbols for the Word of God, all of 

which have meaning.  Let's consider them. 

The Word of God is Food:  

 

Jesus said that "man should not live by bread alone but by 

every word of God" (Matthew 4:4).   

Hebrews 5:12-14 teaches us that God expects us to nourish 

ourselves and build ourselves up with the Word.   

Hebrews 5:12 For though by this time you ought 

to be teachers, you need someone to teach you 

again the first principles of the oracles of God; 

and you have come to need milk and not solid 

food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk 

is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he 

is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who 

are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use 

have their senses exercised to discern both good 

and evil. 

The Hebrew Church had a clear deficiency in that 

they were not progressing in their walk with God.  

They had stagnated and needed to be taught again 

the very basics of their faith.  God sets forth the 

expectation that we are to grow, to progress in our 
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knowledge of Him.  To fail to do so will limit what 

God is able to do in our lives. 

Amos prophesied of a time when there would be a 

famine of the Word of God:  

Amos 8:11: “Behold, the days are 

coming,” says the Lord God, “That I will 

send a famine on the land, not a famine of 

bread, nor a thirst for water, but of 

hearing the words of the Lord. 

It is important to study the Word of God when God 

gives you opportunity.  There are definite seasons 

in our lives when God gives more opportunity to 

feed on His Word.  For me, there was a 5-year 

period after I was saved that God used to pour a 

foundation of His Word into my life.  If you are 

hungry, God will fill you.  He will give you the 

spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 

Him.   

 

The Word of God is a Fire:  

 

Jeremiah said, "His Word was in my heart like a burning 

fire (Jeremiah 20:9).   

Notes 
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God's Word is a purifier and purger to cleanse and sanctify 

us.  Like Jeremiah, I have had the fire of God's Word burn out 

the dross in me and prepare me for His purposes.   

The backdrop of this verse of Scripture is Jeremiah’s struggle 

with rejection.  His ministry had become quite unpopular as he 

was speaking the truth concerning Israel’s captivity while the 

other prophets in the land were preaching a much easier path.  

You can feel the emotional struggle in Jeremiah’s words as he 

cries out to the Lord: 

Jeremiah 20:7: O Lord, You induced me, and I was 

persuaded; You are stronger than I, and have prevailed. I 

am in derision daily; everyone mocks me. 

Jeremiah went on to make an emotional decision that his spirit 

would not allow him to keep.  God had placed too much inside 

of him to allow outward circumstances to dictate the outcome.  

The foundation of God’s Word had been poured and some 

tribulation was not going to shake Jeremiah loose from the 

calling of God on his life. 

Jeremiah 20:9: Then I said, “I will not make mention of 

Him, nor speak anymore in His name.” But His word 

was in my heart like a burning fire shut up in my 

bones; I was weary of holding it back, and I could not. 

God went on to say through Jeremiah: "Is not My Word like a 

fire, says the Lord?" in Jeremiah 23:29.   

Have you ever decided to quit something because you weren’t 

seeing the results you wanted?  People do it all the time with 

the physical aspect of their life.  They try a diet and exercise 

program for a few weeks and ultimately quit because their 

transformation is not moving as fast as they would like.  

People quit churches because they didn’t get to do something 

that they wanted to do.  If God has called you to do something, 

allow the fire of His Word to refine you and purge out the 

dross of selfish ambition and the desire for worldly attention.   

Malachi 3:2-3 speaks of the presence of God being like a 

refiner’s fire: 

“But who can endure the day of His coming? And who 

can stand when He appears? For He is like a refiner’s 

fire and like launderers’ soap. He will sit as a refiner 

Notes 
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and a purifier of silver; He will purify the sons of Levi, 

and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer 

to the Lord an offering in righteousness. 

The word “purify” in verse 3 in the Hebrew (taher, pronounced 

taw-hare) means the following: 

• To be bright 

• Clear 

• Unadulterated 

• Uncontaminated 

• Morally innocent 

Hebrews 12:29 also tells us, "Our God is a Consuming Fire." 

 

The Word of God is a Hammer:  

 

Jeremiah 23:29 goes on to say, "...and like a hammer that 

breaks the rock in pieces?"   

If you strike a rock 100 times with no break, and you strike it 

again and it breaks, was it the one hit or the 101?  God's Word 

is like that, always working in our hearts until the breakthrough 

comes.   

Some areas require only a little time of the Word hammering 

away, but other areas, perhaps a few years. God told the 

Israelites that when they enter the promised land that He would 

drive out the inhabitants of the land as they advance (Exodus 

23:28).  If we expect God to drive out the enemy from our 

Notes 
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lives, then the onus is on us to advance… to progress… to 

grow… to develop.  This can only be down through time in His 

Word.  It is important to note how God said that He would 

drive them out: 

Exodus 23:30: I will drive them out little by little, until 

there are enough of you to take possession of the land 

Little by little… that is the nature of God’s work in our lives.  

Sure, He does some things instantly, but in most cases, when it 

comes to character development and healing of the soul, God 

works in us progressively as we advance in His Word. 

 

The Word of God is a Mirror:  

 

James 1:23-25 compares the Word of God with looking at 

our natural face in a mirror: 

23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, 

he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 

24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately 

forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks 

into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is 

not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one 

will be blessed in what he does. 

James reminds us that it is easy to forget what we look 

like.  The key, as James points out, is to continue in it.  Begin 

to see yourself as God sees you, through His Word.  This 

happens over time as we renew our minds (Romans 12:2).  

Notes 
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Romans 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 

you may prove what is that good and acceptable and 

perfect will of God. 

Philemon 1:6 tells us to "acknowledge the good things which 

are in us in Christ Jesus."  The word “acknowledge” in the 

Greek (epignosis) means, “to recognize, to have knowledge 

of.” The only way that we can acknowledge, recognize and 

have knowledge of these good things that are within us is to 

spend quality time in the Word of God having our minds 

transformed. 

Too often we have to contend with negative self-talk always 

putting us down – the internal monologue to runs like a 

recorder playing back every bad thing that anyone ever said 

about us. In some cases, we are contending with what we 

thought that other people thought. It becomes a vicious cycle.  

Especially when it was people who we looked up to who were 

saying negative things about us.  Only the Word of God can 

change the way you see yourself.  Believe it or not, we project 

to others how we feel about ourselves whether intentional or 

not.    

 

The Word of God is a Sword:  

 

As a sword, the Word has a two-fold purpose: 1) a surgical tool 

to divide spirit and soul and discern the thoughts of our hearts 

(Hebrews 4:12-13); 2) a weapon whereby we overcome the 

enemy (Ephesians 6:17).   

Notes 
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Hebrews 4:12-13 For the word of God is living and 

powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 

piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of 

joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 

and intents of the heart. And there is no creature 

hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and 

open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. 

Ephesians 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation, and 

the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God 

As a surgical tool, God is able to use His Word to cut deep into 

the arenas of the spirit and soul and show us how to live a 

spiritual life.  The soul of man is comprised of his mind, will 

and emotions.  On the other hand, the spirit is where we are 

born again.  The regenerated spirit consists of our enlightened 

conscience, our communion with God and our Spirit-led 

intuition.   

Soul Spirit 

• Mind 

• Will 

• Emotion 

• Conscience 

• Communion 

• Intuition 

The Christian life must be lived in the spirit, not from the soul.  

The soul is self-conscious and the spirit is God-conscious.   

• The mind will be embattled with reason and doubt 

while the intuition of the spirit will have a knowing and 

peace. 

• The will of man will be obstinate and stubborn to do it 

his way but the conscience of the spirit will protest, 

even if it looks right in the natural. 

• The emotion of the soul will experience all sorts of ups 

and downs, but the communion of the spirit will rest 

safely in the Most High. 

The other purpose of the sword of God’s Word is as a weapon.  

The Word of God is the only offensive weapon included with 

the armor of God.  You cannot defeat the devil with your logic 

and will power.  Only through the Spirit of God’s Word can 

you drive back the enemy. 

Satan knows the written Word; he often quotes it (out of 

Notes 
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context, of course).  However, the devil has no revelation 

knowledge of the Word due to being cut off from God.  When 

you speak revelation out of your spirit, the enemy has to flee. 

Ephesians 1:17-21  

17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and 

revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18 the eyes of your 

understanding being enlightened; that you may know 

what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of 

the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is 

the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who 

believe, according to the working of His mighty power 

20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him 

from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the 

heavenly places, 21 far above all principality and power 

and might and dominion, and every name that is 

named, not only in this age but also in that which is to 

come. 22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave 

Him to be head over all things to the church. 

Praise God! All things have been placed under His feet!  We 

do not fight to get the victory, but from the place of victory.  

Jesus has already conquered death, heal and the grave.  He has 

already stripped Satan of his authority and made a public 

spectacle of him on the cross (Colossians 2:15).  

 

The Word of God is a Lamp:  

 

Psalm 119:105 says, "Your Word is a lamp to my feet."   

Notes 
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God's Word is our source of direction for living.  Everything 

that you "feel" that God is telling you should line up to the 

Word of God.  There's only one thing that I know is consistent 

all the time in my life, and that is the Word of God. 

I stay amazed at how individuals make assertions about how 

God is “leading” them when it does not line up to the Word of 

God.  The Holy Spirit does not contradict himself.  He gave us 

His Word to be the source of direction for our daily living.  No, 

you won’t find the name of the person you are supposed to 

marry in the Bible, but you will find that he or she is to be a 

believer, as well as other qualifications.   

If you want to be a good parent, start with reading the 

instruction manual of God’s Word.  The Bible has much to say 

about being a good parent, and all of it doesn’t center on 

spanking your child (though there are many scriptures about 

this).  Ephesians 6:4 tells us not to provoke our children to 

anger.   

If you want to be successful in the financial arena, the Bible 

has much to say about the handling of finances.  There are over 

2,000 verses in the Bible concerning finances!  Obviously, God 

has much to say about the subject.  All of it starts with putting 

God first.  Proverbs 3:9-10 says, Honor the Lord with your 

possessions, and with the firstfruits of all your increase; So 

your barns will be filled with plenty.  

If you are seeking God’s will for your life, allow the Word of 

God to be a lamp of illumination to your path.  Seek God early 

in the morning and meditate on His Word.  There is specific 

direction for daily living, as well as clear guidelines for life’s 

major decisions. 

• Daily living = specific direction 

• Major decisions = clear guidelines 

 

 

 

 

Notes 
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The Word of God is a Medicine:  

 

Proverbs 4:20-22 says that God's Word is health to all our 

flesh.   

My son, give attention to my words; Incline your ear to 

my sayings. 21 Do not let them depart from your eyes; 

Keep them in the midst of your heart; 22 For they are 

life to those who find them, And health to all their flesh. 

Psalm 107: 20 says that God sent forth His Word and 

healed them and delivered them from all their 

destruction.   

There is healing power in the Word of God.  The Hebrew word 

for “health” in Proverbs 4:22 is marpe, pronounced mar-pay; 

the word means: “health, medicine, cure, deliverance, 

remedy.” The Word of God is medicine to our physical bodies.  

When Jesus took 39 stripes upon His back, it was for the 

fulfillment of prophecy in Isaiah 53:5.  Peter confirms this in 

his first epistle: 

1 Peter 2:24 Who Himself bore our sins in His own 

body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live 

for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed. 

Scripture plainly says that our healing has already been paid 

for – “you were healed!” But healing, like all of God’s 

promises, must be appropriated.  We do this by allowing faith 

to build in our hearts through reading and hearing the Word of 

God, and by confessing with our mouths the promise of 

healing is ours.  Romans 10:17 says that faith comes by 

hearing and hearing by the Word of God. Speak it out, decree 

Notes 
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it, “I am healed in Jesus’ name because His Word says so.”  

God only keeps His promises where they produce faith.  And 

faith can only manifest where the will of God is known.  God’s 

Word is His will.  If you are uncertain whether healing is 

God’s will for you, then more time is needed soaking in His 

Word. In the gospels alone, it is stated 23 different times that 

Jesus healed them all.  Additionally, I have included an 

appendix at the end of this section that list 39 scriptures for 

healing. 

Healing is not just for the physical body.  There is also healing 

for the heart and mind. So many people in today’s world are in 

need of emotional and mental healing.  The world of 

psychology has opened up a plethora of disorders to our 

attention; however, there is no cure in the world’s pharmacy.  

This country spends over $400 billion dollars a year on mental 

and emotional disorders but it only gets worse.  26% of adults 

have been diagnosed with some form of disorder and what is 

worse, 46% of teenagers between 13 and 18 have been 

diagnosed with an emotional or mental disorder. 

There is healing in God’s pharmacy!  His Word is healing to 

the spirit, soul and body.  Read these words of Jesus 

concerning His anointing: 

Luke 4:18-19 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, 

because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the 

poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to 

proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to 

the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed; to 

proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” 

There is healing for the brokenhearted and the oppressed.  The 

“acceptable year of the Lord” was the Old Testament year of 

Jubilee.  Every 50th year, the year of Jubilee occurred and all 

Israelites who had been sold into slavery were set free; they 

were restored to their inheritance and lands were reverted back 

to them.  Through Jesus, everything that Adam lost in the 

garden has been restored to us.  We are no longer slaves to the 

bondage of this world.  

 

 

Notes 
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The Word of God is a Seed:  

 

I Peter 1:23 calls it the incorruptible seed of God's Word.   

In the parable of the sower, Jesus told us that there are four 

kinds of hearts:  

1. Wayside Heart (devil steals the seed) 

2. Stony Heart (outward excitement but no root) 

3. Thorny Heart (allows cares, riches and pleasures of 

life to choke the seed) 

4. Good Ground Heart (receives with an honest heart 

and bears fruit). 

We will get more into these four kinds of hearts in a 

different section. 

Notes 
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Appendix: Scriptures on Healing 

God’s will for healing is revealed in the Scripture.  Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.  Below are 39 

scriptures for healing to meditate on and to build your faith: 

1. (Exodus 15:26 NKJV) and said, “If you diligently heed the voice of the LORD your God and do what is right in 

His sight, give ear to His commandments and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I 

have brought on the Egyptians. For I am the LORD who heals you.” 

2. (Deuteronomy 32:39 NKJV) ‘Now see that I, even I, am He, And there is no God besides Me; I kill and I make 

alive; I wound and I heal; Nor is there any who can deliver from My hand. 

3. (2 Chronicles 7:14 NKJV) “If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek 

My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their 

land. 

4. (Psalms 30:2 NKJV) O LORD my God, I cried out to You, And You healed me. 

5. (Psalms 6:2 NKJV) Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am weak; O LORD, heal me, for my bones are troubled. 

6. (Psalms 103:1-4 NKJV) Bless the LORD, O my soul; And all that is within me, bless His holy name! {2} Bless 

the LORD, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits: {3} Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your 

diseases, {4} Who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies, 

7. (Psalms 107:20 NKJV) He sent His word and healed them, And delivered them from their destructions. 

8. (Psalms 147:3 NKJV) He heals the brokenhearted And binds up their wounds. 

9. (Proverbs 3:7-8 NKJV) Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and depart from evil. {8} It will be 

health to your flesh, And strength to your bones. 

10. (Proverbs 4:20-22 NKJV) My son, give attention to my words; Incline your ear to my sayings. {21} Do not let 

them depart from your eyes; Keep them in the midst of your heart; {22} For they are life to those who find them, 

And health to all their flesh. 

(Isaiah 53:5 NKJV) But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The 

chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 

11. (Isaiah 58:8 NKJV) Then your light shall break forth like the morning, Your healing shall spring forth speedily, 

And your righteousness shall go before you; The glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 

12. (Isaiah 61:1 NKJV) “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, Because the LORD has anointed Me To preach 

good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, And the 

opening of the prison to those who are bound; 

13. (Jeremiah 3:22 NKJV) “Return, you backsliding children, And I will heal your backslidings.” “Indeed we do 

come to You, For You are the LORD our God. 

14. (Jeremiah 17:14 NKJV) Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed; Save me, and I shall be saved, For You are my 

praise. 

15. (Jeremiah 30:17 NKJV) For I will restore health to you And heal you of your wounds,’ says the LORD, ‘Because 

they called you an outcast saying: “This is Zion; No one seeks her.”‘ 

16. (Jeremiah 33:6 NKJV) ‘Behold, I will bring it health and healing; I will heal them and reveal to them the 

abundance of peace and truth. 

17. (Hosea 6:1 NKJV) Come, and let us return to the LORD; For He has torn, but He will heal us; He has stricken, 

but He will bind us up. 

18. (Hosea 14:4 NKJV) “I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely, For My anger has turned away from 

him. 

19. (Malachi 4:2 NKJV) But to you who fear My name The Sun of Righteousness shall arise With healing in His 

wings; And you shall go out And grow fat like stall-fed calves. 

20. (Matthew 4:23 NKJV) And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the 

kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people. 

21. (Matthew 8:13 NKJV) Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go your way; and as you have believed, so let 

it be done for you.” And his servant was healed that same hour. 
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22. (Matthew 8:16 NKJV) When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed. And He 

cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick, 

23. (Matthew 9:35 NKJV) Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching 

the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. 

24. (Matthew 10:1 NKJV) And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He gave them power over unclean 

spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease. 

25. (Matthew 10:8 NKJV) “Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have 

received, freely give. 

26. (Matthew 12:22 NKJV) Then one was brought to Him who was demon-possessed, blind and mute; and He healed 

him, so that the blind and mute man both spoke and saw. 

27. (Matthew 14:14 NKJV) And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and He was moved with compassion 

for them, and healed their sick. 

28. (Luke 6:19 NKJV) And the whole multitude sought to touch Him, for power went out from Him and healed them 

all. 

29. (Luke 9:6 NKJV) So they departed and went through the towns, preaching the gospel and healing 

everywhere.(The twelve are sent out) 

30. (Luke 10:8-9 NKJV) “Whatever city you enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set before you. {9} 

“And heal the sick there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’(The seventy are sent out) 

31. (Luke 17:15 NKJV) And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified 

God,(The story of the ten lepers) 

32. (Acts 3:12 NKJV) So when Peter saw it, he responded to the people: “Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this? 

Or why look so intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 

33. (Healing of the lame man at the Gate Beautiful) (Acts 4:29-31 NKJV) “Now, Lord, look on their threats, and 

grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, {30} “by stretching out Your hand to 

heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” {31} And when 

they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness. 

34. (1 Corinthians 12:9 NKJV) to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 

35. (James 5:14-16 NKJV) Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray 

over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. {15} And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the 

Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. {16} Confess your trespasses to one 

another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails 

much. 

36. (Revelation 22:2 NKJV) In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore 

twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 

37. (Luke 8:47 NKJV) Now when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling; and falling down 

before Him, she declared to Him in the presence of all the people the reason she had touched Him and how she 

was healed immediately. 

38. (Luke 8:48 NKJV) And He said to her, “Daughter, be of good cheer; your faith has made you well. Go in peace.” 

39. (Luke 5:17 NKJV) Now it happened on a certain day, as He was teaching, that there were Pharisees and teachers 

of the law sitting by, who had come out of every town of Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem. And the power of the 

Lord was present to heal them. 
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Four Kinds of Hearts 

 

Notes In Matthew 13:18-23, Jesus talked about four kinds of hearts. 

Which kind are you? 

18 “Therefore hear the parable of the sower: 19 When 

anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not 

understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches 

away what was sown in his heart. This is he who 

received seed by the wayside. 20 But he who received 

the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word 

and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no 

root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when 

tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, 

immediately he stumbles. 22 Now he who received seed 

among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the 

cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke 

the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 23 But he who 

received seed on the good ground is he who hears the 

word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and 

produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 

thirty.” 

1. The Wayside Heart:  

When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does 

not understand it, then the wicked one comes and 

snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he 

who received seed by the wayside. 

When He hears the Word of God, he allows the devil to snatch 

the Word out of his heart. The word "snatch" in the Greek 

means, "to seize upon openly with force." These are those who 

mentally agree with the Word, and may even emotionally 

respond, but don't allow the Word to get into their hearts. Satan 

is able to attack them quickly with temptation and pull them 

away. 

The Bible refers to Satan as the one who blinds the minds of 

unbelievers.   

2 Corinthians 4: 3-4 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is 

veiled to those who are perishing, whose minds the god of 



19 

 

this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the 

gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, 

should shine on them 

In our intercessory prayer time we are coming against the 

spiritual blindness that is over this area.   

 

2. The Stony Heart:  

But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he 

who hears the word and immediately receives it with 

joy; yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a 

while. For when tribulation or persecution arises 

because of the word, immediately he stumbles. 

When he hears the Word of God, he immediately responds 

outwardly. This person gets all excited about what he has heard, 

but doesn't allow the Word to take root. As a consequence, he only 

endures for a while. He is not prepared for the persecution that will 

arise for the Word's sake. Make no mistake... when you openly 

declare God's Word, be prepared to be attacked. Notice that he 

"immediately" receives the Word, and "immediately" falls away. 

If there is one thing that Satan fears it is a child of God who gets 

rooted and grounded in the Word of God.  This is why he attacks 

early and often whenever you decide to make a commitment to the 

Word.  Getting rooted is critical to being built up.  Without the 

root system a tree cannot stand.  The roots of a tree spread twice as 

wide as the circumference of the tree’s branches.   

Colossians 2:7 rooted and built up in Him and established in 

the faith, as you have been taught. 

 

3. The Thorny Heart:  

Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who 

hears the word, and the cares of this world and the 

deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes 

unfruitful. 

This person hears the Word of God, but does not allow it to deal 

Notes 



20 

 

with his heart to root out the thorns that are already present. He 

appears to be making progress. But when life's pressures come, the 

thorns that are already there begin to manifest. The cares of this 

world choke out the Word of God. A person cannot serve both 

God and mammon. 

There comes a point in every believer’s walk with God where you 

have to count the cost, take up your cross and follow Him. Jesus 

clearly taught that the way to eternal life was narrow and difficult.  

You cannot take along all of the baggage of the world.  The cares 

of this life and the pursuit of material things will choke out the 

Word of God eventually. 

Hebrews 12:1-2 Therefore we also, since we are 

surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 

every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and 

let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,  

looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 

despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of 

the throne of God. 

It is not only the sins that will keep us defeated but the extra 

weight that we try to carry.  Eventually, they will choke out the 

Word of God and bring defeat.   

 

4. The Good Ground Heart:  

But he who received seed on the good ground is he who 

hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit 

and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 

This person hears the Word of God and receives it; he applies it to 

understanding, allowing the Word to change the inward man. He 

allows it to renew his mind to begin a new pattern of thinking. The 

Greek word for "receive" means, "to embrace with assent and 

obedience." It is not enough to hear and receive the Word of God; 

one must obey the Word. This person is known by the fruit which 

he bears. 

James 1:22 says, “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 

deceiving yourselves.” When we act on the Word, change and fruit 

are produced in our lives.  Weakness leaves and strength rises up.  

Notes 
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Our vocabulary changes – we no longer go around talking defeat, 

but boldness is in our voice as we declare that we can do all things 

through Christ Jesus Who strengthens us.  Instead of needing 

ministered to all of the time, we now become the one who 

ministers to others.  This person feeds on the meat of God’s Word 

and walks in the Spirit. 

Isn’t it time to become that person? 

Sadly, Jesus said that only 25% of those who hear the Word of 

God are actually going to produce fruit in their lives. The choice is 

up to us. Choose to be a Good Ground Heart. 
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