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 Daniel’s 70 Weeks 
 

 

In the book of Daniel, God gives His servant what is perhaps the most 

astounding prophecy in all of the Word of God.  The book of Daniel 

was written in the 6
th

 century B.C. We also know from secular history 

that the book was translated in Greek in 270 B.C.  In chapter 9, Daniel 

was praying for the people of Israel, who were nearing the end of their 

Babylonian captivity.  As he prayed, the angel Gabriel appeared to him 

and spoke the following words: 

 

Daniel 9 

24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon 

thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end 

of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 

everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and 

prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. 

25 Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth 

of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto 

the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore 

and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, 

even in troublous times. 

26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut 

off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that 

shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the 

end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the 

war desolations are determined. 

27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one 

week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the 

sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading 

of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the 

consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon 

the desolate. 

 

Israel had rebelled against God and as His chosen people.  He had a 

plan to make an end of their transgression, reconcile them to Him and 

bring them into everlasting righteousness.  In doing so, He would seal 

up the vision and prophecy and anoint the Messiah, the King.  Notice 

that this prophetic word was for “thy people” referring specifically to 

Israel. 

 

To say that the words that follow verse 24 are amazing would be an 

understatement.  Let’s start with a very specific prediction in verse 25: 

 

Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of 
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the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto 

the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore 

and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, 

even in troublous times.  

Daniel 9:25 

 

A week of years equals 7 years.  The Jewish and Babylonian calendars 

used a 360-day year.  Therefore, 69 weeks of 360-day years totals 

173,880 days. In effect, Gabriel told Daniel that the interval between 

the commandment to rebuild Jerusalem until the presentation of the 

Messiah as King would be 173,880 days. 

 

The commandment to restore and rebuild Jerusalem was given by 

Artaxerxes Longimanus on March 14, 445 B.C. We know this from the 

book of Nehemiah.  In chapter 2 it is stated that the decree came down 

in the month of Nisan, which corresponds to our calendar months of 

March/April. The day of the month was not stated in Nehemiah; 

however, it was Hebrew tradition that if the specific day of the month 

was not given, then it meant the first of the month.  The first day of 

the month Nisan was March 14
th

. We know what year it was because 

Nehemiah 2:1 refers to the “twentieth year of the reign of Artaxerxes.” 

 

The Word of God tells us exactly how the Messiah would be presented 

as King.  Zechariah prophesied that the Messiah would present Himself 

as king by riding into Jerusalem on a donkey: 

 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of 

Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and 

having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a 

colt the foal of an ass. 

Zechariah 9:9 

 

This is the only occasion that Jesus presented Himself as King.  The 

date of this event was April 6, 32 A.D.  The first Passover of Jesus' 

ministry would have been in the Spring of A.D. 29. The fourth Passover 

of His ministry was the day of his crucifixion and would have fallen in 

the year A.D. 32. According to Robert Anderson and the British Royal 

Observatory, the Sunday before that Passover was April 6
th

 – the day 

that Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. 

 

So here, in connection with Daniel’s prophecy, we have two very 

specific dates.  The first was the commandment to rebuild Jerusalem 

and the second was the presentation of the Messiah.  Now, here is the 

astounding part: when we examine the period between March 14, 445 

B.C. and April 6, 32 A.D., and correct for leap years, we discover that it 

is 173,880 days exactly! 
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Can you fathom the greatness of God?  Can you comprehend the 

precision in which the prophetic Word of God comes to pass? There is 

no way that Daniel could have known this in advance.  The 

mathematical odds of such a precise prediction are too great to even 

number.  

 

The 70
th

 Week 

However, there is a gap between the 69
th

 week, which is found in verse 

25, and the 70
th

 and final week, which is found in verse 27. 

 

And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not 

for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy 

the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, 

and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. 

Daniel 9:26 

 

The first 7 weeks (49 years) were related to the rebuilding of Jerusalem 

and the 62 weeks (434 years) were the years between Jerusalem being 

rebuilt and the presentation of the Messiah. After these 69 weeks (483 

years), Daniel’s prophecy revealed that the Messiah would be “cut 

off.” This is referring to His crucifixion.  He also foretold of the 

destruction of Jerusalem, which occurred in A.D. 70. 

 

There remains to be fulfilled the 70
th

 and final week (7 years) of 

prophecy.  This 7-year period is described in detail in the Book of 

Revelation, chapters 6 through 19.  It is the 7-year period of the 

tribulation.  If anyone ever questioned why the tribulation was 7 years, 

after reviewing the astounding preciseness of Daniel’s prophecy, it is 

clear that God will fulfill His prophetic word to the exact day. 

 

And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: 

and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and 

the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of 

abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the 

consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon 

the desolate. 

Daniel 9:27 

 

In closing, I want to draw your attention to a very important detail.  

Daniel’s Prophecy 

March 14, 445 B.C. 

Messiah/ King 

April 6, 32 A.D. 

483 years/ 

173,880 days 
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This prophecy of Daniel’s 70 weeks is strictly related to His chosen 

people Israel.  Jeremiah 30:7 calls it the “time of Jacob’s [Israel’s] 

trouble.  The 7-year tribulation has nothing to do with the Church.  

That’s why the Church is raptured just before the tribulation begins. 

 

1 Thessalonians 4 

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 

shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 

God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 

together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 

and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

 

2 Thessalonians 2 

7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who 

now letteth [restrains] will let [restrain], until he be taken out 

of the way. 

8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord 

shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy 

with the brightness of his coming.  

 

The Church is the restraining power on the earth against evil.  When 

we are removed, the wicked one, the antichrist will be revealed.  

Please note also that in Revelation chapters 6 through 19, the church is 

not mentioned one time.  Their absence is conspicuous.  For the 

church to be required to go through this 7-year tribulation period for 

purification purposes would be to dishonor the blood of Jesus.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daniel’s 70
th

 and final week of prophecy is completely about Israel and 

bringing them into everlasting righteousness along with the Church.   

 

Romans 11 

25 For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant 

of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, 

that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness 

of the Gentiles has come in.  

The Rapture of  

the Church 

TBD 

Second Coming  

of Christ 

Daniel’s 70
th

 Week:  

7 year period of 

Tribulation Rev. 6-19 

The Time of Jacob’s 

Trouble 
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26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The 

Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away 

ungodliness from Jacob; 

27 For this is My covenant with them, when I take away their 

sins.  

 

O’ the wonder of God’s amazing prophetic Word 
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