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Understanding Your Assignment 

 

 

Understanding Your Assignment: First, To Be With Him 

 

Genesis 1:26-27 

26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to 

Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 

over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth 

and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  

27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He 

created him; male and female He created them. 

 

Genesis 2:7 

7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a 

living being. 

 

When God created man in His own image, He designed him with 

purpose and gave him dominion over all creation.  What a 

magnificent assignment.  We read further in chapter two that God 

breathed into man the breath of life.  This life was not only 

physical life, but more importantly, spiritual life as well.  However, 

when Adam sinned, he was cut off from the life of God.  He was 

separated from communion with the Father.  This created a God-

shaped void in man that cannot be filled by anything else in this 

world.  Man searches but cannot find fulfillment outside of 

relationship with God.  He tries every sort of endeavor via 

relationship, occupation, recreation, etc., to fill that void.  But 

outside of God, the void is always present.   

 

Conversely, when God breathed into Adam His very own life, 

there was a man-shaped “void” placed in God that only man can 

fill.  For this reason, God seeks worshippers.  He desires to spend 

time with His children and fill them with good things in His 

presence.  In order to discover the assignment that God has for 

your life, you must first spend time with Him.  And to be more 

direct, you must make spending time with God your first 
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and most important assignment.  Everything in the Christian life 

flows from knowing Him… not just knowing about Him.  Preachers 

go to seminary to learn about Him, but unless they experience 

and know Him intimately, the words they preach are void of God’s 

life and power. 

 

If you notice, when Jesus called the 12 disciples, He first called 

them to be with Him, then to go out for Him.   

 

Mark 3:13-15 

13 And He went up on the mountain and called to Him those He 

Himself wanted. And they came to Him.  

14 Then He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him and 

that He might send them out to preach,  

15 and to have power to heal sicknesses and to cast out demons. 

 

As the Father was with Adam and as Jesus was with the 12, our 

first and foremost assignment is to be with God.  Nothing can take 

the place of this relationship.  Every assignment from God will be 

born out of, as well as sustained, by this fellowship with God.  

 

  

Understanding Your Assignment: Pre-Ordained 

 

Before God formed you in your mother’s womb; in fact, before 

the foundations of the world, God called you and designed you to 

carry out a very specific assignment with your life. 

 

Jeremiah 1:4-5 

4 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying:  

5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you 

were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the 

nations.” 

KEY: Your first and foremost calling and 

assignment is to spend time with God for He 

longs to fellowship with you. 
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Ephesians 2:10 

10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in 

them. 

 

2 Timothy 1:9 

9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not 

according to our works, but according to His own purpose and 

grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began. 

 

Before I was saved, the one thing that ate away at me more than 

anything else was, “What am I doing here?!”  I had no sense of 

direction or destiny.  Everything seemed to be a product of my 

own devices.  During a time in my walk with God when I felt 

estranged from Him, I had the same overwhelming feeling.  I had 

chosen my own way, which was separate from His and as a result, 

my life lacked the purpose and destiny that I had come to know in 

Christ.   

 

The assignment that God pre-ordains for each of us does not 

come pre-assembled, meaning God molds us and makes us into 

the person who is qualified to complete the assignment.  God 

does not call the qualified – He qualifies the called!  Jeremiah’s 

response to God’s calling from his mother’s womb was that there 

was no way that he could do what God wanted.  He told God that 

he was not a good speaker, but God told him that He had put His 

words in his mouth (v. 9).  In this series, we will examine the lives 

of many men and women of God who felt less than qualified for 

the assignment that God had given them.   

 

 

 

KEY: God does not call the “qualified,” but 

instead, qualifies the called.  He will mold you 

and make you into the person you need to be. 
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Understanding Your Assignment: Pre-Ordained 

 

Isaiah 46:10 

10 Declaring the end from the beginning, 

And from ancient times things that are not yet done, 

Saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, 

And I will do all My pleasure,’ 

 

Jeremiah 29:11 (KJV) 

11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the 

Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected 

end. 

 

God calls the end from the beginning in order to give us an 

expected end.  Though there may be many things we don’t 

understand along the way, God is in control.  We see through a 

glass darkly in this present time (1 Corinthians 13:12), but God is 

working all things together for good. 

 

Only an all-knowing, all-wise God can take the mess that we make 

of our lives and somehow use it to prepare us for the assignment 

to which He has called us.  What the devil meant for evil, God 

turns for our good and His glory.  When we fully enter into the 

“surrender mode” with God and stop making excuses for our 

behavior, He can begin His work of restoring us to our original 

purpose. 

 

Often, we go into our time with God with ideas and plans born of 

our own ingenuity and if we are open before the Lord, we will 

come out of His presence renewed with the plans and purposes of 

God in our hearts.  This doesn’t normally happen in a single 

occurrence, but through many sessions of being in His presence. 

 

 

TURN TO: Romans 8:28 
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Psalm 37:4 

4 Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the 

desires of your heart. 

 

At first glance, this verse appears to be telling us that if we delight 

ourselves in the Lord that He will give us what we want.  But look 

closer.  God is saying that if you delight yourself in Me, I will give 

you, or place within you, the desires of your heart.  In other 

words, through time spent with God, our desires change from our 

own to His.  Our agenda gets swept away and replaced with the 

purposes and assignment of God.   

 

Clues to Understanding Your Assignment 

 

What Angers You? 

Have you ever wondered why some things anger you and others 

look passively at the situation?  Moses was angered when he saw 

the Israelites being mistreated (Exodus 2).  He didn’t quite know 

how to deal with it yet and took the wrong action; however, his 

anger was a clue to the assignment that God had given him.  What 

injustice or human suffering makes you angry?  This is a hint for 

you to understand your assignment.  Of course, I am not talking 

about a fleshly anger, but a righteous indignation. 

 

What Breaks Your Heart? 

Grief is another clue to the assignment that God has for you.  

What breaks your heart?  Is it hurting children, the homeless, 

abused women, the masses that haven’t heard the gospel?  There 

are so many needs and hurts in the world.  You cannot cure them 

all, but God will use you to bring healing to the oppressed in one 

or more areas.  If you read the book of Ezra, you will see that his 

heart was broken over the condition of the temple.  This was 

God’s way of assigning Ezra to the task of beautifying the temple 

(Ezra 7).   

 

What Do You Love? 

If money was not a factor, what would you do with your life?  

How would you spend your time?  This is a clue to your 
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assignment.  This is not to say that your flesh will always embrace 

the assignment from God.  Moses and Jeremiah are two examples 

of men who originally resisted God’s call.  You may have many 

fears and concerns about your assignment, but these are earthly 

and born of the flesh.  Your spirit will embrace the assignment 

from God and you will only find fulfillment in the carrying out of 

that mission.   

 

Where is Your Hurt? 

God allows us to go through some types of suffering in life for a 

purpose.  He always has a plan.  I have found that those 

experiences were designed to birth in me a ministry to those who 

have been hurt or suffered in the same way, even if their situation 

is a little different.   

 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of mercies and God of all comfort,  

4 who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 

comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with 

which we ourselves are comforted by God. 

 

Your Assignment is Geographical 

Have you ever wondered why you are where you are?  God has a 

purpose for you in the location where He has placed you.  People 

often try to keep on the move, thinking that the grass is greener 

on the other side of the fence.  Some want to go to Africa to tell 

people about Jesus when they won’t even tell their neighbors.   

 

The Bible is full of examples of men who were only blessed in 

their assignment when they got to the geographical place where 

God wanted them. 

 

• Jonah was called to go to Nineveh and instead he went to 

Tarshish.   
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Jonah 1:1-3 

1 Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of 

Amittai, saying,  

2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out 

against it; for their wickedness has come up before Me.”  

3 But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of 

the Lord. He went down to Joppa, and found a ship going 

to Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went down into it, to 

go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. 

 

Jonah being out of the will of God brought great turmoil 

into his life.  Storms were brought against him in his 

journey to Tarshish.  Ultimately, God prepared a great fish 

to swallow Jonah and for three days and nights, he was in 

the belly of the whale to re-examine his life and 

assignment.  With weeds wrapped around his head, he 

cried out to God and the Lord caused the great fish to 

vomit him up on dry land.  This time he heeded God’s 

instructions and went to Nineveh.  As a result of Jonah’s 

obedience, God brought revival to that wicked city and 

God relented from the disaster that was impending. 

 

• In John chapter 4, it says that Jesus “needed to go through 

Samaria” (v. 4).  Being led by the Spirit, Jesus knew that it 

was God’s will to be in Samaria at that exact time.  There, 

He ministered to the woman at the well.  To be effectively 

used by God, it’s important to be at the right place at the 

right time! 

 

• In Acts chapter 16, the Apostle Paul wanted to go into Asia 

Minor to preach the gospel, but the Holy Spirit forbid him 

(v. 6).  Next, he tried to go into Bithynia, but again, the 

Spirit would not allow (v. 7).  Have you ever wanted to go 

somewhere and do something for God, but the Holy Spirit 

wouldn’t let you?  This can be frustrating, but we must 

learn that God does not bless the best of man’s plans, but 

only what He ordains. 
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Finally, Paul received a vision in the night of a man from 

Macedonia asking Paul to come over to help (v. 9).  After 

prayer, Paul concluded that this was from the Lord.  The 

Holy Spirit was very particular where Paul should be at this 

time.  I’m sure there would have been a level of blessing in 

Asia Minor or Bithynia, but only in measure and not the 

fullness of God’s blessing.   

 

I would like to say that everything went smoothly because 

Paul followed what and where God instructed.  However, 

Satan opposed from the beginning and Paul and Silas 

ended up in jail.  That would have been a good time to 

question God… “Lord, why did You let this happen?” “I 

should have went to Asia Minor like I wanted!” But instead 

they praised God through the night in that Philippian jail. 

 

Acts 16:25 

25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and 

singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to 

them. 

 

God sent an earthquake and delivered them and revival 

broke out!  God always has a plan and when you get to 

where you are supposed to be, don’t lose heart or get mad 

at God if you are opposed. 

 

 

Another key area related to place is the local church.  God plants 

His children in a local church in order that they may grow and 

serve.  No believer is an island unto himself.  We need one 

another!  In my experience, both as a pastor and a church 

member, people change churches entirely too much and usually 

for all the wrong reasons.   

 

TURN TO: Galatians 6:9 
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• Be led by the Spirit! There is longevity to the Spirit’s 

direction.  He does not change His mind every three 

months. 

• Don’t be a check-lister! In other words, don’t have a list of 

“requirements” for the “perfect” church.  This negates the 

first bullet point. 

• If God leads you to leave somewhere and come here, do 

it with integrity.  How you leave the last place effects how 

you enter the new place. 

• Be faithful!  In my experience, the number one deterrent 

to someone having success with God is a lack of 

faithfulness.  The “hit and miss” approach will always hold 

you back. 

• Submit!  God sent you there for a reason.  Hebrews 13:17 

tells us that if we submit to authority that it will be 

profitable for us. 

• Serve!  Find an area to serve.  It doesn’t have to start off 

with your life assignment.  God honors servanthood and 

will promote if you are faithful. 

• Stay until God tells you to leave!  Not until somebody 

hurts your feelings. 

 

 

  

KEY: Your assignment and the local church are 

inseparable.  The gates of hell will not prevail 

against the church.  Jesus never said that about your 

assignment. Stay under the covering of the church. 
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Preparing For Your Assignment 

 

God Chooses The Tools 

God chooses the tools that He uses to prepare us for the 

assignment He has given.  God know us better than we know us!  

Sometimes, we feel that we are ready, when in reality, we are 

not.  Do you remember when Peter told Jesus that he was ready?  

He told Him that he was even ready to die for Him, if need be 

(Luke 22:33).  But the truth was that Peter was not ready.  When 

adversity struck, he denied the Lord three times.  But Jesus knew 

in advance that Peter would do this and He prayed for him ahead 

of time that his faith would be strong. 

 

Luke 22:31-32 

31 And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked 

for you, that he may sift you as wheat.  

32 But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and 

when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.” 

 

Notice that Jesus said that the trial of his faith would ultimately 

lead to ministry.  Peter’s assignment in this situation was to 

strengthen the brethren and this adversity is the tool that Jesus 

chose to prepare him. 

 

God also uses time with Him as the greatest method of 

preparation.  Some complain that they do not have the time 

needed, but in most cases it’s a matter of time wasted.  I have 

also discovered that God, in His great wisdom as a tactician, 

always builds into His timeline for our assignment, time with Him 

and His Word.  Be sure to take advantage of the time at His feet 

that God permits you.  It’s entirely possible that you will never 

have the same opportunity again.  When I was first saved and 

called to ministry, God called me to an extended period of training 

in the school of the Holy Spirit.  For four years, I spent a minimum 

of 5 hours a day studying the Word of God and another 3+ hours 

in prayer.  I did this seven days a week.  I also fasted for at least 10 

days every month – many times going on extended fasts of 10-14 

days.  In those times, God revealed Himself to me in a way 
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that wouldn’t have been possible any other way.  He gave me an 

open heaven.  At the end of those 4 years, God sent me to Bible 

College at Lester Sumrall’s ministry.  I eventually earned my 

Master’s degree in Theology, and am currently completing my 

doctorate, but my real education came at the feet of Jesus. 

 

The disciples spent three years with Jesus, 24/7.  They still had 

much to learn after all that, but a foundation had been laid that 

they continued to build upon.  The Apostle Paul had been saved 

for 10 years before God separated him to the ministry of an 

apostle (Acts 13).  The earmark of ministry with the early disciples 

was one thing: 

 

Acts 4:13 

13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they 

marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus. 

 

You may be highly educated or barely educated at the time of 

your calling.  Either way, God will use you if you spend time with 

Him. 

 

Delay Is Not Denial 

You can expect to have your assignment tested.  Every person 

who was used by God in the Bible, or throughout church history 

had their assignment tested at some point.  God raised up 

Abraham Lincoln with the assignment to lead our nation and to 

free the slaves.  But before he got to the place of fulfilling his 

assignment, he had multiple failures at both business ventures 

and political offices.  But he persevered and ultimately reached 

the highest office in the land and used his power to complete the 

assignment that God had given him. 

 

There are many biblical examples, but the one that stands out the 

most is Joseph.  The flowchart of Joseph’s life is not one that 

many would envy. 
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The Life of Joseph 

Coat of many colors… Dream 

 

 

Thrown into the Pit and sold into Slavery 

 

 

Favor brought him to the Palace 

 

 

Thrown into Prison 

 

 

Promotion… in a position to serve 

 

 

Through everything that Joseph went through, the assignment 

that God had given him in the dream never died.  If the 

assignment that you think is from God is always fleeting and 

changing, it is likely not from God.  

 

The assignment of God must be purified and refined by fire. 

 

1 Peter 1:6-7 

In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while [KJV: a 

season], if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that 

the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than 

gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to 

praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

 

If Need Be 

Notice that Peter wrote, “if need be.”  God has a purpose.  There 

is a need for your assignment to be tested.  God is removing the 

impurities of our own agendas and selfish ambitions.  There is no 

other process whereby these may be stripped.  For Moses it took 

40 years on the backside of the desert.  But it prepared him for 40 

years in the wilderness with a stubborn and obstinate people.   
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Lester Sumrall had served God as a missionary apostle for 50 

years when God gave him his biggest assignment, the one that he 

carried until his death.  At 70 years of age, God told him to start a 

world-wide feed the hungry ministry.  He asked God, “why now?”  

God told him, “Now I know that I can trust you.”  We can only be 

trusted as we are proven through the fire of testing and adversity.  

This is basically the same answer that God gave to Abraham, 

Jacob, Joseph Moses and David – “now I know that I can trust 

you.” 

 

For A Season 

Notice that Peter tells us that the testing is only for a season, a 

little while.  It may seem much longer when you are going through 

it, but in the end, you will see that God did not allow you to be 

tested above that which you were able. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:13 

No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to 

man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted 

beyond what you are able… 

 

During your testing it is important that you don’t make any rash 

decisions.  It is easy for your judgment to become clouded and for 

you to make the wrong move.  Even John the Baptist, when 

thrown into prison began to question if Jesus was really the one.  

This is the same man who declared, “Behold the Lamb of God!”   

 

Also consider Jesus when tempted in the wilderness.  Satan’s 

voice was prominent throughout the temptation.  And the enemy 

was quoted the Word of God!  By pulling it out of context, Satan 

was trying to trip up the Son of God to go the wrong direction and 

not obey the Father’s will. 

 

Enemies Of Your Assignment 

There are multiple enemies of your assignment.  If it is truly of 

God, Satan will oppose.  The devil does not mind you doing a 

“good thing” as long as you are not doing a “God thing.”   

 

Nehemiah was given the assignment of rebuilding the wall of 

Jerusalem.  Satan did not want the holy city of God protected 

from attack, so he sent out his workers to come against the work 

of God.  Sanballat and Tobiah fought against Nehemiah and his 

team continuously.   
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Nehemiah 4:7-9 

7 Now it happened, when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the 

Ammonites, and the Ashdodites heard that the walls of 

Jerusalem were being restored and the gaps were beginning to 

be closed, that they became very angry,  

8 and all of them conspired together to come and attack 

Jerusalem and create confusion.  

9 Nevertheless we made our prayer to our God, and because of 

them we set a watch against them day and night. 

 

Nehemiah and his team prayed unto God.  They also put into 

place an effective strategy where half of the men worked on the 

wall and the other half stood guard, ready to do battle.  We must 

realize that there will be spiritual warfare in the endeavor of 

God’s assignment for our lives.   

 

 

 

In addition to the spiritual warfare that we frequently teach on at 

The River, there are several other enemies to your assignment; 

ones which most give no thought nor attention. 

 

The Deception of Multi-tasking: in today’s society, we have an 

army of children who the school system and the mental health 

field label with “Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder” or 

ADHD.  I won’t get into all of the causes and effects of that at this 

time, but I will say that adults basically display the same 

behaviors, except we call it “multi-tasking.”  How many times 

have you heard someone proudly boast, “I am great at multi-

tasking!”  It is likely that you have made this same statement; I 

know that I have.  However, studies have proven that giving a task 

singular focus increases productivity by as much as 30%.  The 

assignment that God has given you requires singular focus and 

attention. 

 

Control Freaks Need Not Apply: The assignment is given from 

TURN TO: Ephesians  

6:10-18 



 

 

16 

 

Note Column 

God and must be done according to His plans – not ours.  God will 

place you into situations where your ability to control things will 

be futile.  In order to fulfill the assignment, that God has given, 

you must learn how to trust God.  This education cannot be 

completed by reading a book or hearing a sermon.  You must go 

through experiences where you trust or you sink. 

 

Beware of Counterfeits:  For every assignment from God, Satan 

has a counterfeit to get you off track, if you allow him.  We all 

come to that proverbial “cross in the roads” at different times in 

our lives.  Often, the counterfeit looks more attractive… much as 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil looked to Eve and 

Adam.  The counterfeit will usually require less preparation from 

you, less faith in God and more reliance upon self.  The way that 

you identify counterfeits is not to study all of the fake possibilities, 

but to study the original so that you will immediately recognize 

the counterfeit.  Lock in on the assignment that God has given you 

– prepare for it, eat, breath and sleep it.  Then when the enemy 

throws a counterfeit your way, you will see through the trap and 

keep on God’s path. 

 

Root of Bitterness: Life can be hard. Almost everyone has 

endured some form of abuse or rejection that touched their lives 

in a very negative manner.  The difference between those who 

succeed and those who fail is how we respond.  Joyce Meyer is an 

example of someone who endured great adversity growing up.  

She was repeatedly molested by her father.  And though she had 

years of struggle, she allowed God to heal her and consequently 

use her greatly.  Unforgiveness and bitterness is a contamination 

that will spill over into every area of your life and keep you from 

ever fulfilling God’s assignment. 

 

 

 

TURN TO: Proverbs 3:5-6 
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Hebrews 12:15 

15 looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; 

lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this 

many become defiled 

 

  

KEY: The devil is going to oppose the assignment 

that God has given you.  Satan wants you to take 

the counterfeit.  He doesn’t mind you doing a “good 

thing” as long as you don’t do the “God thing.” 
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Fulfilling Your Assignment 

 

First and foremost, no one can fulfill an assignment from God 

without the leading and power of the Holy Spirit.  These are the 

end times and if the early disciples needed the power of the Holy 

Spirit, how much more does the current church.  Paul said that 

evil spirits would be rampant in the end times and we cannot 

overcome in the power of the flesh.  More pastors are leaving the 

ministry today due to burnout than at any time in the history of 

the church.   

 

Listen to these words spoken through Joel, the prophet 

concerning the time in which we are living: 

 

Joel 2:28-29 

28 “And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My 

Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

Your old men shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see 

visions. 

29 And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will 

pour out My Spirit in those days. 

 

Before Jesus allowed the disciples to go forth in their ministry 

assignment, He told them to wait in Jerusalem until they were 

endued with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Luke 24:49 

49 Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry 

in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from 

on high.” 

 

As God’s people, we need to learn how to operate in the power of 

the Holy Spirit – God’s anointing.  Don’t think for one minute that 

if you are not called into five-fold ministry that you do not need 

the anointing.  Without the Holy Spirit, you will burnout.  Without 

the anointing, nothing of eternal value will be accomplished.  Your 

assignment from God has purpose and value, not just in this 

world, but for eternal reasons.   
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When we are children, we are told what to do by those who are 

mature.  We partake of the milk of the Word and grow 

accordingly.  This is all part of the preparation process.  However, 

when it is time to walk in the fulfillment of the assignment, God 

expects us to be led by the Spirit. 

 

Romans 8:14 

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of 

God. 

 

The original Greek word for “sons” in this verse is huios and 

means “position of privilege.” After we have demonstrated a level 

of responsibility, God will entrust to us more privilege.   

 

 

Start Where You Are 

When Jesus gave the early disciples their assignment, He told 

them to start where they were. 

 

Acts 1:8 

8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in 

all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. 

 

Notice the order: 

 

1. Jerusalem 

2. Judea 

3. Samaria 

4. End of the Earth 

 

Some are looking for the glamour of a faraway location, but God 

KEY: Without the anointing, nothing of eternal value 

will be accomplished. 
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expects you to begin right where you are.  Start sharing your gift 

with those around you – friends, family, neighbors, and 

coworkers.  There are needs all around you.  Eventually, you will 

get to the end of the earth, but you must start with your 

Jerusalem.   

 

Be Faithful 

There is a principle throughout the Word of God – faithfulness 

brings the reward.  The Word gives specific instruction about 

being faithful in two key areas related to your assignment: 

 

1. Be faithful over the small 

2. Be faithful over that which is another man’s 

 

First, be faithful over the small.  Matthew 25:23 says, “You have 

been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many 

things.”  Too many people despise small beginnings and 

consequently never get promoted to the big stuff.  Sometimes 

you have to pay your dues.  Some who appear to be privates in 

God’s army are being faithful over the small and God is going to 

promote them to be generals in the army of the Lord. 

 

I personally know some pastors who have walked away from 

churches because they did not grow fast enough.  I mean after 

just 4-6 months.  The first church that I started, one person 

showed up for the first service.  I preached to him as if there were 

100 people in the crowd.  God brought the increase.  God honors 

faithfulness and if God has called you to do something, stop 

measuring the results by the world’s standards and begin 

measuring based on obedience.  When no one seems to be 

watching, God sees your labor of love.   

 

Hebrews 6:10 

For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which 

you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered 

to the saints, and do minister. 
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Find an area to serve and get involved!  As an example, there is 

always a need for children’s and youth ministry workers.  It may 

not be your life assignment, but it’s a starting point to serve. 

 

Further, Jesus said to be faithful over that which is another man’s.   

 

Luke 16:12 

12 And if you have not been faithful in what is another man’s, 

who will give you what is your own? 

 

Everyone likes to be the boss, but Jesus said that the greatest 

among us would be a servant (Matthew 23:11).  If you want to 

fulfill your assignment in God’s kingdom, find someone who is 

doing what you are called to do and serve them.  After I received 

the calling into the five-fold ministry, I served the churches I was 

part of in every way possible.  I also listened, studied and learned 

everything I could from the pastor.  I was like a sponge soaking up 

all that I could. 

 

In this role as an apprentice, God will prepare you with real life 

experience.  For example, if you feel called into deliverance 

ministry, ask the pastor if you can go along the next time he 

ministers to someone.   

 

Write Things Down! 

 

Habakkuk 2:2 

Then the Lord answered me and said: “Write the vision And 

make it plain on tablets, That he may run who reads it.” 

 

God said to “write the vision.”  Writing something down attaches 

an importance and definiteness to something.  Moving forward 

off of the top of your head, without a plan, is always going to 

produce inferior results.  Writing things down ensures that we 

don’t forget the details of what God has placed on our heart.   

 

The importance of writing down goals can be seen in a study done 
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several years ago.  In 1979, interviewers asked new graduates 

from the Harvard’s MBA Program and found that: 

 

• 84% had no specific goals at all 

• 13% had goals but they were not committed to paper 

• 3% had clear, written goals and plans to accomplish them 

 

In 1989, the researchers again interviewed the graduates of that 

class.  You can guess the results: 

 

• The 13% of the class who had goals were earning, on 

average, twice as much as the 84% who had no goals at all. 

• Even more staggering – the 3% who had clear, written 

goals were earning, on average, ten times as much as the 

other 97% put together. 

 

If you understand your life assignment from God, you need to 

take the next step and write down the specifics of your 

assignment and keep it in front of you. 

 

Second Chances 

We serve a God of second chances!  Abraham needed one after 

he disobeyed God with his maidservant.  Moses needed one after 

killing the Egyptian and fleeing into the wilderness.  David needed 

one after sinning with Bathsheba and having her husband killed in 

battle.  Simon Peter needed one after denying the Lord Jesus.  

Some of you feel like you cannot fulfill your assignment because 

of a past failure, but we serve a God of restoration.  God said in 

Joel 2:25, “I will restore to you the years that the locusts have 

eaten.” 

 

God saved me and called me to preach when I was 20 years old.  I 

diligently sought the Lord and studied His Word.  My whole life 

was consumed with following Jesus.  I happened to meet and 

marry a woman when I was 24 years old.  Even though she had 

emotional problems, I thought that I could help her.  I realized 

very soon that I had made a terrible mistake.  On our wedding 

night, hotel security was stationed outside our room 
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because of the commotion she was causing.  Things never got 

better.  I believe that I could have handled it if I was the only one 

affected.  However, as I continued to pursue my calling, I pastored 

three different churches over several years.  Each time that the 

church would begin to grow she would invariably run off the 

people and destroy the church with her behavior.  I finally 

reached a breaking point and gave up.  I left the ministry and 

entered the corporate world to pursue a secular career.  I was 

very successful and was ultimately promoted to Vice President of 

a large credit card company.  Over time, my relationship with God 

eroded and life began to revolve around just going through the 

motions.  I knew that divorce was wrong and quite frankly, that is 

the only reason I stayed for more than 20 years.  We also adopted 

a daughter and I stayed for her. 

 

I’m not sure exactly what the final breaking point was, but I 

reached a conclusion that although divorce was sin, that if I didn’t 

leave, I would never serve God again.  At that point I left and 

sought to rebuild my spiritual life with the help of God.  It was not 

easy and I knew that there were repercussions for my actions, 

including adverse financial impact.  But with the love and mercy of 

God, I began to be restored.  During this process, I met my wife 

long distance.  We innocently met on an online fitness forum and 

after learning that that we were both believers, began to share 

uplifting messages with one another.  Eventually, we texted and 

talked over the phone.  For almost a year, we talked every night.  

We would always discuss a passage from the Bible and pray 

together.  I knew that God was calling me to move to Arizona, 

that He had a plan for me there.  In complete faith and obedience 

to God’s call, I left my corporate position and moved to Arizona.  

Debbie and I were eventually married and God placed in my heart 

to begin The River. 

 

I cannot begin to describe the gratitude that I have in my heart to 

the Lord for giving me another opportunity to fulfill my 

assignment and serve Him.  Romans 11:29 says that the gifts and 

calling of God are irrevocable.  Jesus said that he who has been 

forgiven much loves much (Luke 7:47).  I do not condone divorce.  



 

 

24 

 

Note Column 

It is sin and needs forgiveness and healing.  We are living in a 

sinful, broken society, but we serve a God who doesn’t cast us out 

when we make mistakes… even big ones.  I thank God for the 

second chance that He has given me! 

 

Paul admonished us in Philippians 3:12-14 to put the past behind 

us and to move forward to the goal. 

 

Philippians 3:12-14 

12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but 

I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has 

also laid hold of me.  

13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but 

one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and 

reaching forward to those things which are ahead,  

14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God 

in Christ Jesus. 

 

The River is about restoration and second chances (etc.).  If you 

have already arrived, you may feel uncomfortable around all of 

our imperfections!  We will not twist the Word in order to help 

someone achieve their destiny, but we will not use it out of 

context to hold someone back either.  The prevailing theme of the 

gospel and the new covenant is redemption and restoration.   

 

 

 

Just Do It! 

Nike coined this phrase years ago, but it is not an original thought.  

The Bible emphasized this concept 2,000 years ago. 

 

James 1:22-25 

22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 

KEY: Refuse to allow past failures to keep you from 

fulfilling your assignment.  If your circle of friends 

says “you can’t” then find a new circle of friends 

who say “you can!” 
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yourselves.  

23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like 

a man observing his natural face in a mirror;  

24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets 

what kind of man he was.  

25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues 

in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this 

one will be blessed in what he does. 

 

Be a doer!  Do not base it on how you feel.  There are days when I 

feel about as spiritual or anointed as a banana peel.  It would be 

easy to say, “I just don’t have it today” and move on.  But some of 

my greatest victories have come when I pressed on without 

feeling anything.  There have been times when I prayed for 

someone to be healed and the thought runs through my head, 

“You don’t feel anything… they don’t feel anything… just quit 

praying.”  Then I will see the person the next week and they will 

tell me that they were completely healed.   

 

In everything that has value, there is a cost that must be paid.  

Jesus told His followers to “count the cost” (Luke 14:28).  You 

must be willing to give up everything if that is what is required.  

Paul said that it was all dung compared what he had won in Christ 

(Philippians 3:8).  

 

It is time to press in and lay hold of the divine assignment.  The 

part that you play fits into God’s overall plan for His end-time 

army.   

 

Make a decision today… right now!  Choose to put on the mantle 

of the Spirit and pursue the assignment that God has given you.   

 

 

TURN TO: Joel 2:7 



 

 

26 

 

Note Column 

 

KEY: The Bible tells us to wait upon the Lord, not to 

hesitate upon Him.  The key to fulfilling your life’s 

assignment is to be a doer of the Word! 


