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End-Time Revival 

 

We are living in the last days.  Theologians have debated whether 

or not the Bible speaks of an end-time revival before the return of 

Jesus.  Those who say there will not be a revival point to the rise 

of evil foretold in Scripture. Certainly, the Bible tells us that there 

will be increased demonic activity in the end-times.  The apostle 

Paul was very explicit in his writings to Timothy about this matter: 

 

1 Timothy 4:1-2 

1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some 

will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits 

and doctrines of demons,  

2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience 

seared with a hot iron 

 

2 Timothy 3:1-5 

1 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will 

come:  

2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 

boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 

unthankful, unholy,  

3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, 

brutal, despisers of good,  

4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather 

than lovers of God,  

5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And 

from such people turn away!  

 

2 Timothy 4:3-4 

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound 

doctrine, but according to their own desires, because 

they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves 

teachers;  

4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and 
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be turned aside to fables. 

 

Yet amidst all of this Satanic assault upon the earth, there remains 

the Church of the Living God, washed in the Blood and filled with 

the Holy Spirit!  Unquestionably, the Church is in the hour of its 

greatest spiritual conflict.  The devil knows that his time is short 

and he is unleashed to deceive and devour as many as possible.  

But as dark as the darkness will get (and it will be very dark), the 

light and glory upon the Church will be even greater.   

 

Isaiah saw this day and proclaimed: 

 

Isaiah 60:1-2 

1 Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glory of 

the Lord is risen upon you. 

2 For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and 

deep darkness the people; But the Lord will arise over 

you, And His glory will be seen upon you.   

 

The darkness that Paul spoke of is going to get deeper and deeper 

until it covers the earth, but in the midst of that darkness, a light 

arises – it is the Church, and God’s glory rests upon her.  To think 

for one minute that God is going to be outdone by the devil in the 

earth’s final hour is foolishness.  

 

Jesus told His disciples in Matthew chapter 16 that He would build 

His Church upon the rock of the revelation of Jesus and that gates 

of hell would not prevail against it. 

 

Matthew 16:18  

16 Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, 

the Son of the living God.” 

17 Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, 

Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed 

this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.  

18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this 

rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall 

not prevail against it. 
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Some key points from this passage: 

 

• The Church is built on the revelation of Jesus.  If you’re 

looking for a church, find one that preaches a revelation of 

Jesus! Good Sunday School programs and great music are 

nice to have, but if there is no true revelation of Jesus 

coming forth from the pulpit into the pews, the gates of 

hell will prevail against it. 

• Jesus is building His Church.  The Church doesn’t belong to 

a man, or a group of people. For those who think that the 

church at the end times will be less powerful than the 

church in the book of Acts, I would question how Jesus 

could spend 2,000 years building something and it be less 

than when He started. 

• The gates of hell will not prevail against the Church.  I 

have never seen a gate attack anyone.  The Church is not 

to be on the defensive, but rather on the offensive.  We 

are to charge the gates and take back enemy-held 

territory.  

 

Jesus continued his sermon by telling the disciples how the 

Church was to operate in this conflict: 

 

Matthew 18:19 And I will give you the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will 

be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 

will be loosed in heaven.” 

 

The keys of authority have been given to the Church to bind and 

to loose.  You might ask, “To what do the keys go?” The keys go to 

the gate in verse 18, of course.  We have been given all authority 

over Satan and his works of darkness.  Whatever we bind on earth 

in Jesus’ name is honored in heaven and backed by the power of 

God.  Whatever we loose on earth is endorsed by God and loosed 

by the power of God.   
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The Church can do nothing without the power of the Holy Spirit.  

The denominations that have rejected the power of the Holy 

Spirit have begun to wither and die out.  In many cities, these 

churches are consolidating due to the absence of a growing 

congregation.  People are hungry for the power of God.  They are 

searching and are not finding what they are looking for in the 

traditional denominations.  As a comparison, the Pentecostal/ 

Charismatic movement has exponentially grown over the past 100 

years.  Christians who attend Spirit-filled churches now make-up 

27% of the world’s Christians and 8.5% of the world’s population 

(584 million people).  The two regions of the world that have been 

most effected are the Americas and Sub-Saharan Africa with 

approximately 7 out of every 10 Pentecostal/ Charismatic 

Christian coming from these areas. 

 

 

A study of the letters of Jesus to the seven churches of Asia Minor 

in the Book of Revelation reveals that there are three churches 

that remain until the end-times: 

 

1. The Church at Sardis: “You have a name that lives, but are 

dead” (Revelation 3:1).  This church represents religion, 

having a form of godliness but denying the power thereof.  

Sadly, after the rapture of the Church, many congregations 

will be scarcely affected, as they were never truly born 

again, but instead trusted in church membership to get 

them into Heaven. 
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2. The Church at Laodecia: “So then, because you are 

lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of 

My mouth” (Revelation 3:16).  This group is prevalent in 

the world today.  But as the darkness gets darker and the 

light on the Church gets lighter, lukewarm Christians will 

be forced to choose. 

3. The Church at Philadelphia: “Because you have kept My 

command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour 

of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test 

those who dwell on the earth” (Revelation 3:10). The 

Church at Philadelphia represents the true bride of Christ… 

the Church that is spoken of in Ephesians 5: 

 

Ephesians 5:25-27 

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also 

loved the church and gave Himself for her,  

26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the 

washing of water by the word,  

27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious 

church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such 

thing, but that she should be holy and without 

blemish. 

   

This is the glorious bride, full of the power of the Spirit.  We shall 

stand in the last hour being adorned with God’s glory.  The Church 

will make warfare in the heavenlies and be victorious.  The battle 

spoken of in Ephesians chapter 6 will be our normal course of 

duty. 

 

On the day of Pentecost, Peter got up before the bewildered 

crowd and preached with the power of the Holy Spirit.  He said 

that “This is that!”  He was referring to Joel 2:28-32. 

 

Acts 2:17-21 

17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, 

that I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and 

your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see 

visions, your old men shall dream dreams. 
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18 And on My menservants and on My maidservants I 

will pour out My Spirit in those days; And they shall 

prophesy. 

19 I will show wonders in heaven above and signs in the 

earth beneath: blood and fire and vapor of smoke. 

20 The sun shall be turned into darkness. And the moon 

into blood, before the coming of the great and awesome 

day of the Lord. 

21 And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the 

name of the Lord shall be saved. 

 

These are the “last of the last days” and God is pouring out His 

Spirit.  He will not force anyone to go along against their will.  But 

for those who are hungry, He will use you to usher in the greatest 

move of God in the history of the Church. 
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What Did Jesus Have to Say About the Holy Spirit? 

 

Jesus had much to say about the person of the Holy Spirit and His 

role in the life of the believer.  Also, there is much to be learned 

about the Holy Spirit by studying His role in the ministry of Jesus 

upon the earth.  Some have erroneously assumed that Jesus 

performed His miracles as God; however, Scripture is very clear 

that Jesus temporarily laid aside the attributes of His deity (see 

Philippians 2:6-8), and performed His ministry as a man anointed 

by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Acts 10:38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 

Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good 

and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 

was with Him. 

  

Before the age of 30, Jesus did no miracles.  His first miracle was 

recorded in John chapter two – turning the water into wine.  

What happened in the earthly life of Jesus that propelled Him into 

the great ministry that we read about in the gospels? The answer 

to this question is found in Matthew 3:16: 

 

When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately 

from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to 

Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 

and alighting upon Him. 

 

The Spirit of God came upon Jesus and anointed Him for ministry. 

 

After Jesus had been tempted by the devil in the wilderness, the 

Word says that He returned in the Power of the Spirit. 

 

Luke 4:14 Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit 

to Galilee, and news of Him went out through all the 

surrounding region.  
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The ministry of Jesus was marked by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Jesus operated in the Spirit without measure. 

 

John 3:34 For He whom God has sent speaks the words of 

God, for God does not give the Spirit by measure. 

 

When Jesus entered his hometown of Nazareth, He went into the 

synagogue on the Sabbath and stood to read from the book of 

Isaiah: 

 

Luke 4:18-19 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has 

anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has 

sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty 

to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set 

at liberty those who are oppressed;  

19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” 

 

Jesus told the people that He was the fulfillment of this prophecy 

(v. 21).  Instead of rejoicing, the people were filled with wrath and 

tried to push him over a cliff (vv. 28-29).  In Mark’s gospel, it was 

written that Jesus could do no mighty work in His own hometown 

because of unbelief (Mark 6:1-6). 

There was a five-fold purpose for the anointing of the Holy Spirit 

upon Jesus. 

a. Healing for the brokenhearted 

b. Liberty to the captives 

c. Recovery of sight to the blind 

d. Liberty to the oppressed 

e. Acceptable Year of the Lord 

 

Wherever Jesus went, He operated as a man anointed with the 

Holy Spirit and power, destroying the works of the devil (Acts 

10:38).   

 

 



 

11 

 

Note Column 
Matthew 12:28 But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of 

God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you. 

So we see clearly from Scripture that the basis of Jesus’ ministry 

was the power of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus also had much to say 

about the role of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer, 

especially after His departure. 

 

Regeneration and the New Birth 

 

Nicodemus, a Pharisee, came to Jesus by night and sought 

answers about how to enter the kingdom of God. 

 

John 3:5-8 

5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless 

one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 

kingdom of God.  

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is 

born of the Spirit is spirit.  

7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born 

again.’ 

8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the 

sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and 

where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

 

Jesus, again, spoke of the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit in 

John chapter seven.   

 

John 7:37-39 

37 On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus 

stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him 

come to Me and drink.  

38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out 

of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”  

39 But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those 

believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was 

not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
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Every Christian has the Holy Spirit within – otherwise, they would 

not be born again.  Under the Old Testament, people were saved 

by an outward adherence to God’s Law and the atonement 

(covering) that came through animal sacrifices (a type of the 

Cross).  But Jesus spoke of a completely different and radical 

experience where the Holy Spirit would live in you, and be like a 

river of living water on the inside. 

 

Jesus’ Departure and the Coming of the Holy Spirit 

 

Much of the meat of what Jesus said about the Holy Spirit is found 

in John’s gospel chapters 14 and 16.  The timing of these chapters 

is the Last Supper, just before Jesus was taken to be crucified.  He 

had spent over three years with His disciples and the reality of His 

departure was hitting them.  But everything that Jesus had been 

teaching them about the Holy Spirit was now more real and near 

than ever.   

 

Jesus told the disciples that the Holy Spirit was currently with 

them, but would soon be in them.  

 

John 14:16-17 

16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you 

another Helper, that He may abide with you forever—  

17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 

because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you 

know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 

 

The Holy Spirit is our Teacher. 

 

John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the 

Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, 

and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to 

you. 

 

Jesus told the disciples that it was to their advantage that He goes 

away, because they could have a deeper and more powerful 
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relationship with God through the indwelling Holy Spirit than they 

had by living with Jesus 24/7. 

 

John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your 

advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the 

Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send 

Him to you. 

 

Jesus spoke of the work of the Holy Spirit in the earth. 

 

John 16:8-11 

8 And when He has come, He will convict the world of 

sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:  

9 of sin because they do not believe in Me 

10 of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you 

see Me no more;  

11 of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 

 

The Holy Spirit is our Guide. 

 

John 16:12-14 

12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot 

bear them now.  

13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He 

will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His 

own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and 

He will tell you things to come.  

14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and 

declare it to you. 

 

Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would show us things to come.  The 

natural man cannot receive the things of the Spirit of God because 

they are spiritually discerned (1 Corinthians 2:14). 

 

After His Resurrection 

 

After His resurrection, Jesus had very clear instructions about the 

power of the Holy Spirit.   



 

14 

 

Note Column 
 

Jesus gave the Great Commission to every believer. 

 

Mark 16:17-18 

16 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My 

name they will cast out demons; they will speak with 

new tongues;  

18 they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything 

deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands 

on the sick, and they will recover. 

 

This is the first record that we have of Jesus telling His followers 

that they would speak with new tongues.  Further, in addition to 

telling the disciples that neither serpents nor poison would have 

power over them, He told them that they would cast out devils 

and heal the sick in His name.  

 

Some Christians have fear about receiving the baptism with the 

Holy Spirit.  They aren’t sure that what they receive will be 

genuine and authentic.  However, Jesus said that the Father 

would not give them a counterfeit. 

 

Luke 11:13 

If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to 

your children, how much more will your heavenly Father 

give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him! 

 

Instead of releasing them into their ministries, Jesus instead told 

them to wait… to wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Luke 24:49 Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon 

you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are 

endued with power from on high. 

 

The final words of Jesus before He ascended to Heaven were 

about the Baptism with the Holy Spirit. 
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Acts 1:4-8 

4 And being assembled together with them, He 

commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 

wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you 

have heard from Me;  

5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  

6 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked 

Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 

7 And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or 

seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.  

8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end 

of the earth.” 

 

While the disciples’ focus at that moment was upon the 

establishment of Jesus’ physical kingdom, He quickly re-directed 

the disciples to the coming power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

This was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost in Acts chapter 2. 

 

Acts 2:1-4 

1 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were 

all with one accord in one place.  

2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a 

rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where 

they were sitting.  

3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of 

fire, and one sat upon each of them.  

4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 

utterance. 

 

The River is an Acts 2:4 church.  We believe in the power of the 

Holy Spirit and will not water down the Word in order to make 

everyone feel “comfortable.”  Our focus is not on speaking in 
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tongues, but on Jesus.  But after reading everything Jesus said 

about the Holy Spirit and seeing how He operated in the power of 

the Spirit, how can we not recognize that without the Spirit’s 

working in our lives, we cannot fully serve Jesus. 
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Why Every Believer Should Pray in Tongues 

 

 

 

Tongues is the initial sign of the Baptism with the Holy 

Spirit 

 

I avoid using the word “evidence” when referring to tongues in 

relation to the baptism with the Holy Spirit.  It is, however, the 

initial sign of the baptism.  Power for service is much greater 

evidence. 

 

Mark 16: 17  

17 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My 

name they will cast out demons; they will speak with 

new tongues. 

 

Acts 2:1-4 

1 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were 

all with one accord in one place.  

2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a 

rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where 

they were sitting.  

3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of 

fire, and one sat upon each of them.  

4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 

utterance. 

 

Tongues are a supernatural sign of the indwelling presence of the 

Holy Spirit.  Peter got up to preach on the day of Pentecost, after 

the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the manifestation of 

tongues, and declared. “This is that which was spoken by the 

prophet Joel” (Acts 2:16).  This supernatural manifestation of the 

Holy Spirit’s outpouring was Biblical, and without hesitation Peter 

declared to the multitudes gathered, “This is that!” 
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Tongues are a great reminder to the child of God that he has 

received the gift of the Holy Spirit, a subsequent experience to the 

regenerating work of the Holy Spirit.   

 

Praying in tongues edifies and builds up the believer 

 

1 Corinthians 14:4 

He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself. 

 

Jude 20 

But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy 

faith, praying in the Holy Spirit.  

 

The original Greek word for “edifies” in 1 Corinthians is 

oikodomeo and means, “to build a house.”  The foundation for 

our spiritual house is our salvation by the blood of Jesus, but the 

work of the Holy Spirit through praying in tongues helps us to 

build up our house.   

 

Think of praying in the Spirit as recharging your spiritual batteries.  

Jude verse 20 says that we build ourselves up.  Being in this world 

takes a lot out of a believer.  Hebrews 2:1 tells us that we are 

leaking vessels, and as such, we need to stay filled up. 

 

Praying in tongues allows us to pray the perfect will of 

God. 

 

There are multiple facets to the great subject of prayer.  For 

example, there is the prayer of faith, which is based on the 

revealed will of God as shown through His Word, and there is 

consecratory prayer where we seek for God’s will in the 

unrevealed areas of God’s plan.  Jesus prayed to the Father, “Not 

My will, but Yours be done” (Luke 22:42). 

 

One of the beautiful benefits of praying in tongues is that it allows 

us to pray the perfect will of God for our lives through the Holy 

Spirit in us.   
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Romans 8:26-28 

26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For 

we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, 

but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with 

groanings which cannot be uttered.  

27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the 

mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for 

the saints according to the will of God. 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to 

those who love God, to those who are the called 

according to His purpose. 

 

We are weak in our own ability, but the Holy Spirit is our Helper.  

He makes intercession on our behalf when we pray in tongues – 

these are groanings which cannot be uttered in articulate speech.  

The Holy Spirit knows the perfect will of God in every situation.  

The human mind can only know what has been revealed.  If we 

limit our prayers to that which has already been revealed, we limit 

the Holy Spirit from working in our lives as He desires.   

 

Notice that the oft-quoted verse 28 begins with a conjunction – 

And.  A conjunction is a joiner, a word that connects parts of a 

sentence.  Here, the word and suggests that one idea (verse 28) is 

the result of another (verses 26-27).  The reason that all things 

work together for good is because the Holy Spirit is making 

intercession for us according to the will of God.  He primarily does 

this through the believer praying in the Spirit.   

 

Praying in tongues allows for you to pray for the 

unknown. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:2 

For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but 

to God, for no one understands him; however, in the 

spirit he speaks mysteries. 
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Here, Paul explained that praying in tongues allows the believer to 

pray the mysteries of God.  The word translated mysteries in this 

verse means, “hidden thing, secret counsel.”  There are times 

when God will arrest my attention or awaken me in the middle of 

the night to pray in the Spirit.  I don’t know why I am praying or 

who/what I am praying for, but I pray in tongues until I feel a 

release in my spirit.  There have been countless times that 

someone has later told me that something was going on in their 

life at that exact same time.   

 

Praying in Tongues Give You a Boldness to Witness for 

Christ 

 

Jesus said in Acts 1:8 that after you receive the baptism with Holy 

Spirit, you would receive power to be witnesses unto Him.  As 

with all of the gifts from our Father, freely we receive and freely 

we should give.  The baptism with the Holy Spirit is not just to give 

us glory goose bumps, but rather to empower us for service that 

goes beyond what we are capable of doing in and of ourselves.   
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Fallacies about the Baptism with the Holy Spirit 

 

 

The English word fallacy means, “A misleading or unsound 

argument, erroneous.” The religious world is full of erroneous 

teaching about the baptism and the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  

However, Paul wrote to the church at Corinth and told them, 

“Concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you 

ignorant” (1 Corinthians 12:1).   

 

The following are some of the more prominent fallacies and the 

corresponding truth from God’s Word. 

 

Fallacy: The baptism with the Holy Spirit, with the sign 

of tongues is no longer for today.   

 

This is known as the cessationist view (i.e., to come to an end). 

The passage of Scripture primarily used by those who adhere to 

this position is found in 1 Corinthians 13:8-10: 

 

8 Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, 

they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; 

whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away.  

9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part.  

10 But when that which is perfect has come, then that 

which is in part will be done away. 

 

Here, Paul tells the church that there will be a time that 

prophecies and tongues will cease (v. 8).  He goes on and explains 

the timing of when this will happen: when that which is perfect is 

come (v. 10).  Those who hold to a cessation theology believe that 

this event is when the Bible was completed and no further 

Inspired Scripture was given.  This seems logical and even 

believable, if only one stopped reading at verse 10.  However, 

Paul goes on and clearly identifies the event to which he is 

referring. 
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1 Corinthians 13:11-12 

11 When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as 

a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I 

put away childish things.  

12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to 

face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I 

also am known.  

 

The event which Paul is speaking of is when we get to Heaven!  It 

is then that we will know just as we are known.  Of course, in 

Heaven there is no further need for prophecies or tongues or 

more knowledge. 

 

Peter, on the day of Pentecost, clarified how long and to whom 

the gift of the Holy Spirit was for: 

 

Acts 2:38-39 

38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of 

you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit.  

39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to 

all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will 

call.” 

 

 

Fallacy: Paul said it is better to speak five words in an 

understood language then to speak 10,000 words in a 

tongue; therefore, tongues must be of minimal value. 

 

I want to address this on two fronts, the first of which is Paul’s 

personal testimony.  Let’s read the passage in context: 

 

1 Corinthians 14:18-19 

18 I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you 

all;  

19 yet in the church I would rather speak five words with 
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my understanding, that I may teach others also, than ten 

thousand words in a tongue. 

 

Paul prefaces his comment about speaking in an understood 

language by telling the Corinthian believers that he speaks with 

tongues more than all of them.  The literal rendering is “more 

than all of you put together.”  This certainly doesn’t sound like 

Paul is minimizing the personal gift of tongues.  

 

Understanding the difference between the personal use of 

tongues, as mentioned by Paul in verse 18, and the public gift of 

tongues (v. 19), helps us to arrive at the correct interpretation of 

what Paul is instructing.  

 

The gift of tongues is listed in 1 Corinthians 12 as one of the nine 

gifts of the Spirit.  This is different from the personal gift of 

tongues, as received through the baptism with the Holy Spirit.  

Faith is also listed as a gift of the Holy Spirit, but we know that 

there is also a personal faith that is separate from the public gift 

of faith.  Scripture says that not everyone receives the same gifts 

of the Spirit for public use in the church (1 Corinthians 12:11). 

However, in the upper room, all 120 who were present received 

the baptism with the Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues – 100% of 

them. 

 

What Paul is instructing in our text is that when the church comes 

together, it would serve no purpose to stand in front of the 

congregation and speak in an unknown tongue, unless there is an 

interpretation.  No one would be edified except the speaker. 

 

To summarize: 

 

Personal Use of Tongues Public Use of Tongues 

• Unto God 

• Doesn’t need 

interpretation 

• As often as desired 

• Before people 

• Must be interpreted 

• Only when the Spirit 

prompts 
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Fallacy: You can only pray in tongues when the Spirit 

moves upon you.  

 

Paul told the Corinthians that he spoke in tongues more than all 

of them put together (1 Corinthians 12:18).  And those people 

spoke in tongues – a lot!  Paul knew the importance of staying 

connected to the power source – the Holy Spirit.   

 

Some believers have rarely spoken in tongues since they received 

the initial baptism with the Holy Spirit. The baptism was not 

meant for a one-time experience, but a continual refreshing and 

empowerment. 

 

Ephesians 5:18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is 

dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit. 

 

The literal rendering of this in the Greek is, “be being filled,” as it 

is in the present continual tense.  In other words, always be in the 

state of being filled.  The Holy Spirit lives inside out you, but so 

many people are waiting for an external experience, for the Holy 

Spirit to come upon them.   

 

Praying in tongues is a gift that must be exercised.  Jude 20 tells us 

that this type of prayer will build us up on our most holy faith.  

 

Fallacy: A believer must tarry before receiving the 

baptism with the Holy Spirit. 

 

Jesus told the disciple to tarry in Jerusalem until they receive the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

Luke 24: 49 Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon 

you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are 

endued with power from on high. 

 

Up until this point, the Holy Spirit had not come.  It was an 
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unfulfilled promise until Jesus ascended to Heaven.  Therefore, 

Jesus told them to wait.   

 

John 14:16-17 

16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you 

another Helper, that He may abide with you forever—  

17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 

because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you 

know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 

 

Notice that Jesus said that the Father would give them the Holy 

Spirit, Who was currently with them, but in the future would be in 

them.  Until Jesus ascended, the disciples only had the Holy Spirit 

upon them, in measure.  But on the day of Pentecost, the Holy 

Spirit was poured out and there was no longer a need to wait or 

tarry for Him.   

 

Before Pentecost After Pentecost (Acts 2) 

The Spirit with you The Spirit in you 

 

 

Fallacy: Speaking in tongues is a gift that not everyone 

can receive.   

 

This error stems from failing to understand the distinction 

between the gift of speaking with different tongues (which must 

be interpreted) and the personal use of tongues through the 

indwelling Holy Spirit.   

 

Of course, they are both gifts, but one is for public use and is only 

used as the Spirit wills.  Not everyone receives this gift.  We cover 

this gift more extensively in the section of the gifts of the Holy 

Spirit.   

 

On the other hand, the baptism with the Holy Spirit and the 

accompanying sign of speaking in tongues is for every child of 

God.  How many people were in the upper room on the day of 

Pentecost? How many people got filled with the Holy Spirit 
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and began to speak in tongues? The answer to both of these 

questions is 120, or 100% of those present.   

 

Listen to the promise of Jesus: 

 

Luke 11:11-13 

11 If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will 

he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give 

him a serpent instead of a fish?  

12 Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?  

13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to 

your children, how much more will your heavenly Father 

give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” 

 

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a free gift to every child of God 

who asks. 

 

Fallacy: “If I don’t understand what I am saying in 

tongues, I might unknowingly be cursing the Lord.” 

 

This idea is simply a manifestation of the carnal thought life trying 

to rationalize the things of God.  We already established above, 

from Luke chapter 11, the following:  

• If you ask the Father for a piece of bread, He won’t give 

you a stone 

• If you ask the Father for a fish, He won’t give you a serpent 

• If you ask the Father for an egg, He won’t give you a 

scorpion 

 

And most importantly, if you ask the Father for the Holy Spirit, he 

will not give you a counterfeit! 

 

The Apostle Paul also addresses this concern in his first letter to 

the Corinthians: 

 

1 Corinthians 12:3 Therefore I make known to you that 

no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, 
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and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

There is absolutely no reason to fear the Holy Spirit, His presence 

or His baptism of power.  This experience will give you power to 

witness for Christ.   
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Gifts of the Holy Spirit 

 

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  

5 There are differences of ministries, but the same 

Lord.  

6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is 

the same God who works all in all.  

7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to 

each one for the profit of all:  

8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through 

the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge 

through the same Spirit,  

9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another 

gifts of healings by the same Spirit,  

10 to another the working of miracles, to another 

prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to 

another different kinds of tongues, to another the 

interpretation of tongues.  

11 But one and the same Spirit works all these 

things, distributing to each one individually as He 

wills. 

 

For the purpose of understanding how these gifts flow 

together, I have grouped the nine gifts into three 

categories: 

 

1. Gifts that Reveal something – the Revelation Gifts 

2. Gifts that Say something – the Vocal Gifts 

3. Gifts that Do something – the Power Gifts 

 

The Revelation Gifts 

1. The Word of Wisdom 

2. The Word of Knowledge  

3. Discerning of Spirits 
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The Vocal Gifts 

1. Prophecy 

2. Different Kinds of Tongues 

3. Interpretation of Tongues 

 

The Power Gifts 

1. Faith 

2. Gifts of Healing 

3. Working of Miracles 

 

The Revelation Gifts 

 

1. The Word of Wisdom: This gift has nothing to do with 

natural, earthly wisdom.  The gift of the word of 

wisdom is the supernatural revealing of the prophetic 

future; it is speaking hidden truths of what is not 

known by way of human wisdom.   

 

This gift differs from the word of knowledge in that it 

reveals something about the future.  The word of 

wisdom often operates in conjunction with the gift of 

prophecy. 

 

Remember, it is a “word” or a fragment of God’s 

wisdom.  God typically does not reveal all of His plan at 

once, but instead requires us to walk by faith. 

 

The word of wisdom can manifest in various ways.  

Joseph interpreted dreams; Daniel received visions, 

Ezekiel was caught up in the Spirit.  Most commonly, 

the Holy Spirit speaks into your spirit with a knowing.  

One may not understand, but yet knows. 

 

2. The Word of Knowledge: The gift of the word of 

knowledge is revelation of something that has 

happened in the past or present that could not be 

known in the natural.   
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It may also include a revelation of God’s divine will and 

plan. As with the word of wisdom, it is only a “word” or 

fragment of God’s omniscience.   

Jesus was operating in the word of knowledge when 

He told the Samaritan woman that she’d had five 

husbands and that the one she was with currently was 

not her husband (John chapter 4).  

 

Elisha was a man of God that frequently received 

words of knowledge (2 Kings chapters 5-6).  As with 

the word of wisdom, there are a variety of ways that 

this gift manifests. 

 

3. Discerning of Spirits: Discerning of spirits is the 

supernatural ability given by the Holy Spirit to perceive 

the source of a spiritual manifestation and determine 

whether it is of God or from the devil. 

 

In the end-times, there are many seducing spirits and 

doctrines of devils and the gift of discerning of spirits is 

greatly needed in this hour. 

 

As a word of caution, this is not the gift of suspicion.  

Additionally, when God gives you discernment, it is not 

for the purpose of gossip, but rather for prayer.  Be 

Spirit-led in who you share confidential matters with.   

 

Examples of this gift in the New Testament include 

Paul in Acts 16 with the woman who had the spirit of 

divination and Peter in Acts 8 with Simon the sorcerer.    

 

The Vocal Gifts 

 

1. Prophecy: People usually think that "prophecy" means 

to predict (foretell) what will happen in the future. This 

is frequently confused because people fail to 

understand that there is a difference between the 

simple gift of prophecy and the office of a prophet.  
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Prophecy in the New Testament church carried no 

prediction with it whatsoever, for "he that prophesies 

speaks unto men to edification, and exhortation, and 

comfort" (1 Corinthians 14:3).   

 

• Edification 

• Exhortation 

• Comfort 

 

Prophecy is divinely inspired and anointed utterance; a 

supernatural proclamation in a known language. It is 

the manifestation of the Spirit of God - not of the 

human intellect. 

 

Prophecy does not come from man’s intellect, but 

from the Spirit of God.  As with all nine gifts, it is “as 

the Spirit wills” (1 Corinthians 12:11) and not as man 

wills.  

 

Scripture tells us that prophecy within the church 

should be judged (1 Corinthians 14:29).  If it doesn’t 

line up to the Word of God, it should be rejected. 

 

2. Different Kinds of Tongues: This gift is the 

supernatural utterance in an unknown tongue that 

must be accompanied by an interpretation. When 

combined with the interpretation, it is the equivalent 

of prophecy, much in the same way that two nickels 

equals a dime. 

 

This gift is different from the personal gift of tongues.  

The personal gift on tongues does not require 

interpretation, but the public gift of tongues does.   

 

The gifts of tongues and interpretation of tongues is 

unique from the other seven gifts in that all of the 

other gifts were functional in the Old Testament and 

the Gospels.  But the gifts of tongues and 
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interpretation of tongues is identified only with the 

Church age. 

 

When the Spirit wants to manifest this gift through 

someone, frequently they will begin speaking in 

tongues under their breath and begin to speak more 

authoritatively to feel a boldness come upon them; 

they feel the “need” to speak out.  The public gift of 

tongues carries a unique sound. 

 

There are certain guidelines for this particular gift:  

 

• If there is no interpreter keep silent (1 

Corinthians 14:28). 

• There should be no more than three messages 

in tongues in any given worship service (1 

Corinthians 14:27) 

 

Note: In a worship service there will be those who are 

signing or praying in the Spirit, but not in such a way to 

draw attention or gain an audience.  This is acceptable.  

However, if everyone is silent and one speaks out, 

there should be an interpretation. 

 

3. Interpretation of Tongues: The gift of the 

interpretation of tongues is the supernatural 

interpretation of what has been spoken in an unknown 

tongue.  To be clear, this gift is not a translation of that 

tongue, but an interpretation.  The tongue may be two 

minutes in length, but the interpretation only 10 

words.  However, it has been documented numerous 

times that a tongue was given in the language known 

to someone in the crowd, but unknown to the speaker, 

and the interpretation was completely accurate based 

on the testimony of the person who spoke the 

language.  

 



 

33 

 

Note Column 
When the Holy Spirit gives someone an interpretation, 

it may come during the tongue or immediately after.  

Sometimes God gives you the entire message before 

you speak it and other times just a word or two, which 

must be spoken out in faith before the Spirit gives you 

more. 

 

The Power Gifts 

 

1. Faith: The gift of faith is the supernatural ability to 

believe God without doubt, overcome unbelief, and 

visualize what God wants to accomplish.   

 

This is not individual, ordinary faith.  Ordinary faith 

comes by "hearing and hearing by the word of God" 

(Rom. 10: 17).  The gift of faith will manifest in dire 

situation where one has “maxed out” their personal 

faith.  

 

The book of Daniel contains two excellent examples of 

the gift of faith: 

 

a. Daniel in the lion’s den 

b. The three Hebrews in the fiery furnace 

 

When Jesus spoke to the fig tree in Matthew 21:19 and 

cursed it because there was no fruit, this was the gift 

of faith in operation.  The next day, when the disciples 

passed by, they marveled that it had withered. 

 

2. Gifts of Healing: The gift of healings refers to 

supernatural healing without human aid; it is a special 

gift to pray for specific diseases. Healing can come 

through the touch of faith (James 5:14-15); by speaking 

the word of faith (Luke 7:1-10); or by the presence of 

God being manifested (Mark 6:56).   
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This gift is the only one of the nine that is listed in the 

plural, “gifts” of healing, not gift (singular) of healing. 

Over the course of church history, there have been 

numerous examples of men and women who were 

anointed for healing in specific areas such as vision or 

cancers.  If one person possessed all of the gifts of 

healing, the temptation for pride would almost surely 

be too great. 

 

Further, all healing is not physical; supernatural healing 

can occur for the spiritual, emotional or mental state 

of a person as well.  

 

All healing under the New Covenant is based on the 

finished work of Christ on the Cross.  By His stripes we 

were healed (1 Peter 2:24).   

 

3. Working of Miracles: A miracle is the supernatural 

intervention by God in the ordinary course of nature.  

The miracle often conflicts with the laws of nature.  It 

is the supernatural power of God to intervene and 

counteract earthly and/or evil forces.   

 

The Bible is filled with miracles.  Of course, they are 

only miracles from man’s point of view.  To God, they 

are very ordinary events.   

 

It should be noted that there is a “work or working” 

involved in this gift and not simply a receiving of 

miracles. The person being used by God must simply 

follow the command given by the mother of Jesus at 

the marriage feast in Cana: “Whatever He says to you, 

do it” (John 2:5).  

 

Miracles can be healing related or they can be 

supernatural occurrences outside of the ordinary, such 

as Peter getting the gold coin from the fish’s mouth.   
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Paul said that all of these gifts or manifestations of the Spirit were 

as the Spirit wills: 

 

1 Corinthians 12:11 But one and the same Spirit works all 

these things, distributing to each one individually as He 

wills. 
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The Bible Way to Receive the Baptism with the 

Holy Spirit 

 

The following is a step-by-step guide to receiving the baptism with 

the Holy Spirit.  By no means, do all of the steps need to be 

followed.  However, I have included some valuable tips that I have 

learned over the years from helping people who struggle in this 

area.  Sometimes the mental block is so great that one gives up 

and resigns to the notion that “it must not be for me.”  There is no 

need to think that way. 

 

 

Steps to Receive the Baptism with the Holy Spirit 

Step  

One 

Verse yourself in all of the promises for the Holy Spirit 

baptism found within the Word of God.  Faith comes by 

hearing and hearing by the Word of God (Romans 10:17). 

 

Tradition is a big hindrance to receiving the baptism – 

often Pentecostal tradition is the culprit! 

Step  

Two 

Remove from your mind any preconceived notion about 

how it will happen, what you will feel, and what your 

heavenly language will sound like.  The Holy Spirit comes 

and manifests in different ways.   

 

Simply trust God that He will give you the genuine and 

authentic gift of the Holy Spirit (Luke 11:13). 

Step  

Three 

Pray and ask the Father for the Baptism with the Holy 

Spirit in Jesus’ name. 

 

“Father, I ask You for the baptism with the Holy Spirit in 

Jesus’ name, in accordance with Your Word. I am Your 

child, saved by the Blood of Jesus.  I am hungry for more of 

You and desire to be empowered to serve You even 

greater.  By faith, I receive the baptism right now.” 

 

Lift your hands to God in a surrender mode and begin to 

yield to the Holy Spirit.  
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Steps to Receive the Baptism with the Holy Spirit 

Step 

Four 

At this point, stop speaking in English.  You cannot speak 

in your native language and your heavenly language at the 

same time.   

 

Also, relax or open your mouth.  Many people clinch their 

jaws shut, somehow expecting God to open their mouths 

for them.  It does not work that way.  The Holy Spirit is a 

Gentleman and does not force His way upon us. 

Step 

Five 

Yield your tongue to God and by faith begin to speak out 

whatever sound comes up.  It may be a single syllable; be 

obedient to speak it out.   

 

Do not allow the fear of “making it up” to rob you of God’s 

blessing.  The Father will NOT give you a counterfeit! 

 

Keep speaking!  Sometimes the faucet starts with a drip 

and a drop, but there’s more coming! 

Step 

Six 

Purpose to pray to God in tongues every day.  Do not 

allow your gift to become stagnant.  Ephesians 5:18 

literally says, “Be being filled with the Spirit.”  This means, 

continually exercise your gift. 

 

Do not wait for the Holy Spirit to “come upon you” and 

“inspire” you to pray in tongues.  This is the reason that 

some Christians rarely speak in tongues.  They have 

confused the public gift of tongues with the personal gift 

of tongues.  The Holy Spirit dwells in you now.  Refer to all 

of the benefits of praying in tongues in the section, “Why 

Every Believer Should Pray in Tongues.” 

 

1 Corinthians 14:32-33 says, And the spirits of the 

prophets are subject to the prophets. For God is not the 

author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of 

the saints.  This means that you are in control of the gift; 

you use it as often or as seldom as you want and as loud 

or as soft as you want. 

 

Some Pentecostals believe that you must quiver and 

shake when speaking in tongues… that there must be 

accompanying physical and/or emotional displays.  That’s 

fine if they choose to do that (as long as it’s not 

disruptive), but it is not necessary in any way. 
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Receiving the baptism with the Holy Spirit often becomes difficult 

because of mental blocks.  If someone had a failed attempt to 

receive, it can become a hindrance to their faith.  Paul said that 

we receive the Spirit by faith (Galatians 3:2).  Most often, the 

failed attempts resulted from a group of well-meaning Christians 

trying to whip the person into a frenzy praying at the altar.  

Understand that God is not the author of confusion. 

 

The baptism with the Holy Spirit is the doorway into all of the gifts 

of the Holy Spirit, as listed in 1 Corinthians 12, and as described in 

this module.  The Word of God says to covet, or seek, the gifts of 

the Spirit with a motive of love, to build up the body of Christ (1 

Corinthians 12:31). 

   


