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Note Column 

 

Four Circles of Anointing 
 

 

When a person gets born again into the family of God, he or she gets 

placed into the circle of God’s family. This is the circle of God’s 

ownership.  God wants His children to grow and mature in their 

relationship with Him – in their anointing.  The diagram below shows 

four levels, or circles, of God’s anointing. These circles can be 

represented by the 500, the 70, the 12 and the 3 (disciples).  

 

 

 

 

 

The Family Anointing 

 

This family circle is represented by the 500 mentioned in 1 

Corinthians 15:6. These were those who witnessed Him after His 

resurrection. 
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Acts 20:28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the 

flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 

to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His 

own blood. 

 

The original Greek word for “purchased” in this verse is peri-

poieomai and is a compound word meaning to “purchase” 

(poieomai) and “to encircle” (peri). We are purchased by the blood of 

Jesus and then God draws a circle of ownership around us.  That 

circle is the blood line! 

 

The Family Circle is the Blood Line 

 

 

 

 

God will not allow anything into your circle that you do not have the 

ability to overcome by faith. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:12-13 

Luke 22:21-32 

 

Keys to the Family Circle: 

 

• The only way into the family is through the blood of Jesus.  It 

is not based on works, but by grace through faith (Ephesians 

2:8-9). 

• The Spirit of Adoption is sent into our hearts (Romans 8:15). 

• Jesus is the Door (John 10:1-3). There is no other way into 

the circle of God’s family (John 14:6).  

Purchased by 

the Blood 

The Blood 

Line 

Satan 
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• We become partakers of the divine nature (2 Peter 1:4). 

• When we enter the circle, we become new creations and old 

things are passed away (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

• There is an anointing on the family when we come together 

(Psalm 133).  

• One cannot enter the circle for temporal or self-serving 

reasons. Jesus only commits Himself to those who commit to 

Him from their hearts (John 2:23-25, 1 John 2:19).  

 

God does not want His children to stay on the peripheral of His circle.  

He wants us to move beyond being a spectator and press in for more 

of Him. Remember this group is represented by the 500 who 

witnessed Him after His resurrection, but there were only 120 in the 

upper room on the Day of Pentecost.  

 

The Service Anointing 

 

The service circle is represented by the 70, whom Jesus sent forth on 

His behalf.   

 

Luke 10:1-2 

1 After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, 

and sent them two by two before His face into every city 

and place where He Himself was about to go.  

2 Then He said to them, “The harvest truly is great, but the 

laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to 

send out laborers into His harvest. 

 

How sad that “the laborers are few.” Very few in the family circle 

ever press in to the service anointing. Although the 12 were with 

Jesus all the time and were of great assistance to our Lord’s mission 

on earth, they could not do everything.  Many in the church today 

rely on the pastor, the staff and the designated volunteers to do 

everything.  Their function within the church is mainly that of a 

spectator and recipient. 

 

God has called His children to press in and become servants.  Jesus 

said to be faithful in the small things and He would make you ruler 



 

5 

 

Note Column 

over much (Matthew 25:23). Start where you are and help… serve… 

give.  

 

Consider these two strong words from Jesus: 

 

Matthew 11:12 And from the days of John the Baptist until 

now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the 

violent take it by force. 

Luke 19:13 …Occupy till I come. 

 

This means that we should not wait until the situation is perfect 

before we serve. The devil will always be there to resist your service 

to the Lord. We must move forward with violent faith and occupy, 

that is, take enemy-held territory until He comes. 

 

Keys to the Service Circle: 

 

• As the Family Circle is drawn by Blood of Jesus, this line is 

drawn by the Baptism with the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:49, Acts 

1:8). The Holy Spirit is the one who gives us power to serve. 

Without Him, our efforts are wood, hay and stubble before 

the Judgment Seat of Christ (1 Corinthians 3:12). 

• Though many great things may be accomplished in the 

service circle, our rejoicing should be because we are in the 

family circle: 

 

Luke 10:17-20 

17 Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, 

“Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your 

name.” 

18 And He said to them, “I saw Satan fall like 

lightning from heaven.  

19 Behold, I give you the authority to trample on 

serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of 

the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt 

you.  

20 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the 

spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because 

your names are written in heaven.” 
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• There’s a group who operates within the principles of this 

circle, but have not come within the family circle.  Jesus will 

say to them, “I never knew you” (Matthew 7:21-23).  

 

The harvest is great, but the laborers are few. Move beyond the 

family circle and get into the service circle.  Jesus said that the 

greatest among us would be our servant (Matthew 23:11). Jesus 

Himself demonstrated this servant’s heart by washing the disciples’ 

feet (Matthew 26).  

 

The Fellowship Anointing 

 

The fellowship circle is represented by the 12 disciples.  They were 

with Jesus at all times.  He was part of every area of their lives, not 

just during “religious services” or acts of service. Keep in mind that 

when Jesus chose the 12, there were already many who were 

following Jesus. My hunch is that everywhere Jesus went, they were 

there. When Jesus, told them individually, “Follow Me,” they took 

Him literally.  Every time He turned around, there they were. 

 

Mark 3:13-19 

13 And He went up on the mountain and called to Him 

those He Himself wanted. And they came to Him.  

14 Then He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him 

and that He might send them out to preach,  

15 and to have power to heal sicknesses and to cast out 

demons: 16 Simon, to whom He gave the name Peter;  

17 James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James, 

to whom He gave the name Boanerges, that is, “Sons of 

Thunder”;  

18 Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James 

the son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Cananite;  

19 and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him. And they 

went into a house.   

 

Did you notice that the mission statement of the 12 begins with: 

“That they might be WITH HIM” (v. 14)? This is the first and highest 

calling of any servant of God – to be with Him. The beginning stages 

of service to the Lord are usually about doing things for God 
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in order to please Him. But as we progress in our relationship with 

God, our service becomes more of an overflow of His presence that 

comes from spending time with God.  

 

Near the end of Luke chapter 10, it is recorded that Jesus went to 

visit a woman’s home named Martha, who had a sister named Mary 

(Luke 10:38-42). Martha and Mary were very different in their 

approach to Jesus. 

 

Martha Mary 

• Received Jesus (v. 38) 

• Served Jesus – distracted 

with much serving (v. 40) 

• Prayed to Jesus (“Lord, 

do you not care…”) (v. 

40) 

• Worried and Troubled (v. 

41) 

• Spent time with Jesus 

sitting at His feet (v. 39) 

• Heard His Word (v. 39) 

• Wasn’t distracted and 

worried (v. 40) 

• Had her priorities right (v. 

42) 

 

Mary’s focus was on the Vertical – her fellowship with God, while 

Martha’s focus was on the Horizontal – what she could do to serve 

Him.  

 

As it was then, so it is now:  

 

The Horizontal distracts us from the Vertical 

 

 

Keys to the Fellowship Circle: 

 

• Make spending time with God your number one priority in 

life (Matthew 6:33). 

• Abide in the Vine (Jesus). If you abide in Him, you will bear 

much fruit, but without Him, you can do nothing (John 15:5). 

• Service to the Lord becomes an overflow of our fellowship 

with Jesus: 

 

Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter 

and John, and perceived that they were uneducated 

and untrained men, they marveled. And 
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they realized that they had been with Jesus. 

 

• When you walk in fellowship with Jesus, He anoints your 

head with oil and your cup runs over (Psalm 23:5).  

• Sometimes you have to “come apart before you come apart.” 

In other words, if you don’t learn how to separate yourself 

(come apart) into quiet time with God, your life will come 

apart into a mess. At the peak of their ministry of miracles, 

Jesus told the disciples: “Come aside by yourselves to a 

deserted place and rest a while” (Mark 6:30-32).  

• Jesus Himself had to continually withdraw from the crowds 

and spend time with the Father: 

 

Luke 5:15-16 

15 However, the report went around concerning 

Him all the more; and great multitudes came 

together to hear, and to be healed by Him of their 

infirmities.  

16 So He Himself often withdrew into the wilderness 

and prayed. 

 

 

The Privilege Anointing 

 

The privilege circle is represented by the three – Peter, James and 

John. These three were among the 12, but Jesus took only these 

three with Him during some of the most significant moments of His 

earth walk. 

 

These three were partakers of His Power, His Glory and His 

Sufferings: 

 

1. Power: (Mark 5:35-43.) Jairus’ little daughter was deathly 

sick when he went to Jesus. Along the way, word came that 

his daughter had died. Listen to the response of Jesus: 

 

Mark 5:36-37 

36“ Do not be afraid; only believe.”  
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37 And He permitted no one to follow Him except 

Peter, James, and John the brother of James. 

 

Those present ridiculed Jesus (v. 40) when He came to 

restore the little girl to life. Jesus ordered everyone except 

the parents and the three out of the house.  Jesus 

commanded life to come back into that little girl’s body and 

she was resurrected. Only the three from the 12 were 

partakers of His power that day. 

 

When you have a life and death situation, find those who 

have pressed in to this place of privilege. A wise man once 

said, “I do not tell my problems to anyone who does not have 

the capability to help me solve them” 

 

There are times when unbelief must be driven from the room 

in order for God to do the miracle.  The Lord is limited in His 

house by the doubt and unbelief of His own children.   

 

2. Glory: (Mark 9:1-2, 18.) In His transfiguration, His appearing 

in glory with Moses and Elijah, only the three – Peter, James 

and John – were with Him.   

 

There will always be those who have pressed in for a fuller 

revelation of Jesus. When Jesus asked His disciples who He 

was, it was Peter, one of the three, who declared “You are 

the Christ, the Son of the living God!” (Matthew 16:16).  

 

God desires to take each of us “from glory to glory:”  

 

2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face, 

beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are 

being transformed into the same image from glory 

to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

 

If you want to see His glory, you must hunger and thirst for 

Him. He will not reveal His glory to the curiosity seeker, nor 

to the frivolous.  
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3. Sufferings: (Mark 14:32-34.) When Jesus went to 

Gethsemane, He took only the three – Peter, James and John 

with Him. They were to be partakers, together with Him, of 

His suffering – His agony in the garden.  

 

Jesus’ agony was so severe that He sweated great drops of 

blood. Dr. Mark Eastman wrote the following:  

 

The notion that someone could actually sweat blood 

seems contrived. However, there is a rare but 

recognized condition called hematohydrosis, in which 

capillary blood vessels that feed the sweat glands 

rupture, causing them to express blood. This usually 

occurs under conditions of extreme physical or 

emotional stress.  

 

Jesus wasn't sweating blood because he was afraid of the 

physical pain of the cross, but because He would have to be 

separated from His Father for the first and only time. Jesus 

prayed, “Not my will but Yours be done.” He did so three 

times.  

 

Unfortunately, in the hour of His greatest need, even the 

three let Jesus down. He told them, “My soul is exceedingly 

sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch [pray]” (Mark 

14:34). However, when He returned, He found them 

sleeping; not just once, but three times (v. 37, 40, 41). 

 

Some believers think that suffering should never be part of 

the Christian’s vocabulary. However, Scripture says the 

following: 

 

Philippians 3:10 that I may know Him and the power 

of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His 

sufferings, being conformed to His death. 

 

1 Peter 4:13 but rejoice to the extent that you 

partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is 

revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. 
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Those within the privilege circle will be allowed to feel God’s 

heartache over the condition of the world and the hurts of 

His people. Most Christians are so busy telling God about 

their troubles and heartaches that they never allow 

themselves to feel His. 

 

 

Keys to the Privilege Circle 

 

• In Ezekiel it states that God sought for an intercessor: 

 

Ezekiel 22:30 So I sought for a man among them 

who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before 

Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy 

it; but I found no one. 

 

Notice, that God was seeking for just one and found none. 

The privilege circle is not about your own awesomeness, but 

about being willing to go where no one wants to go. Sure, 

many want to see His power and His glory, but few are willing 

to feel His suffering. 

 

• The privilege circle is made up of men and women who God 

can trust. God gave Lester Sumrall his biggest assignment at 

the age of 70, after over 50 years of ministry. Brother Sumrall 

asked God, “Why now?!” God told him, “Now I know that I 

can trust you.” 

• The privilege circle is made up of men and women who are 

close to God’s heart. What they are asked to do may never 

get notoriety and acclaim from man. It may appear to be 

thankless work in the trenches, bearing God’s burden.  But 

God sees and will reward when the time comes for the only 

true rewards to be given. 

 

Summary 

 

What is the point of all of this? Does Jesus love the 70 more than the 

500, the 12 more than the 70, the 3 more than the 12? No! No! No! 

Rather, the opposite is true, they loved Jesus more.  
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Each one of us can have as much of God as we want.  None of us will 

share the same path, nor should we ever compare ourselves with 

one another.  These circles are not about who’s better or more 

important. Peter asked Jesus, after His resurrection, “What will John 

do?” and Jesus answered him, “What is that to you?” (John 21:21-

23).  

 

The key to all of it is to stay in love with Jesus! Never forsake your 

first love (Revelation 2:4). This love relationship will take you as far 

as you can go. 

 

I have discovered that the further you go in God, the more humble 

you become.  Consider the Apostle Paul: 

 

• In the beginning of his ministry during his missionary 

journeys, he declared: “I am the least of the apostles” (1 

Corinthians 15:9). 

• In the middle of his ministry during his first Roman 

imprisonment, he said: “I am the least of all the saints” 

(Ephesians 3:8). 

• At the end of his ministry, before he died, Paul proclaimed: “I 

am the chief of sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15).  

 

Paul was not regressing in his relationship God.  On the contrary, the 

closer that you get to the center of God’s circle – Jesus – the more 

that your boast becomes only in Him! 

 

 

Jesus, it’s all about You! 


